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The  Right  Hon.  Marsh e  D  ickinson,  Efq; 

Lord-Mayor  of  the  City  of  LONDON. 
Containing  the  TRIALS  at  large  of 

I.  Captain  MORRIS,  for  a  Rape  on  the  Body  of  Mary 

II.  Mils  HANNAH  PHILIPS,  a  young  Lady,  for  Shop- 

Lifting. 
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III.  WILLIAM  ADAMS,  for  defrauding  His  Majefty. 
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R  O  C  E  E  D  I  N  G  S 


O  N  T  H  E 


Kino-’s  Commiffions  of  the  Peace,  and  Oyer  and  Terminer,  for  the  City  of 
London,  and  at  the  General  Seffions  of  Gaol  Delivery,  of  Newgate  holden 
for  the  faidCity  of  London,  and  County  of  Middlesex,  at  Juft.ce- 

Hall  in  the  Old-Bailey ,  &c. 


BEFORE  the  RightHonourable M  a r sh  :  r 
Dickinson,  Efq;  Mayor  of  the  faid 
City;  the  Right  Honourable  William 
Lord  Mansfield,  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
Court  of  KingVBench;  Sir  Edward 
Clive,  Knt.  one  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  ;  the  Honourable  Keneage  Legge, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exche¬ 
quer;  and  others  his  Majefty’s  Juftices  of  Gaol 
Delivery  for  the  faid  City  and  County. 


London  Jury. 
Thomas  Chappel 
John  Hall 
Jofeph  Crifh 
Richard  Steward 
William  Clark 
Stephen  Goodfon 
Southerne  Payne 
David  Rivers 
William  Lee 
Robert  Garrard 
Thomas  Bradgate 
James  Jervis 
% 


Middlefex  Jury. 
Ralph  Marfti 
John  Hailey 
John  Braint 
Daniel  Weedon 
Edmund  Franklin 
Thomas  Nichol 
William  Hawkins 
William  Green* 
John  Frame 
William  Cox 
Francis  Pope 
Jofeph  Finch 


Henry  Briftow  ferved  part  of  the  time ,  in  the 
room  of  William  Green,  who  was  taken  ill  in 
court y  and  could  not  longer  attend . 


The  right  hon.  the  Lord  Mayor, after  the  court 
was  opened  the  20th  day  of  April,  17  57’  taking 
notice,  that  in  the  Public  Advertifer  of  Monday 
the  1 8th  day  of  this  inftant  April,  the  following 
^dvertifement  was  printed,  viz. 


5  To  the  truly  charitable  and  humane,  friends 
*  of  and  enemies  to  the  violators  of  virtue. 


c  An  unhappy  gentlewoman,  whofe  hufband 
c  being  under  unavoidable  misfortunes,  was  ne- 

<  ceflitated  to  be  continually  on  the  loot  amongft 
c  her  friends  endeavouring  to  extricate  him,  was 

<  way-laid  by  a  bafe  and  notorious  villain,  who, 

6  under  pretence  of  aflifting  her  hufband,  inveigled 

<  her  into  his  power,  and  cruelly  ufed  and  raviftied 
t  her,  for  which  he  ftands  indi&ed  thefe  feven 

<  months  paft,  ever  lince  which  he  has  abfconded. 
c  But  upon  hearing  that  he  was  to  be  cut-lawed, 

c  and  that  the  poor  woman  was  dangeroufl  v  ill  (as 

c  (he  has  been  for  four  months  fince  this  unhappy 

<  affair)  he  put  the  unhappy  fufferers  to  great  ex- 
c  pences  in  attending  feveral  notices  of  his  furren- 

<  der  to  trial  (at  times  that  he  was  well  allured 
«  that  the  poor  woman  was  not  able  to  fit  up  in 

*  her  bed,  much  lefs  to  appear  in  court  to  try  him) 

«  which  expence,  her  ficknefs,  and  the  lofs  of  her 
c  hufband’s  time,  has  rendered  them  objetfts .  of 

*  unutterable  compaflion.  They  therefore  are  in- 

<  difpenfibly  obliged  thus  moft  humbly  to  call  up- 
c  on  the  truly  charitable  and  humane,  to  enaoie 
«  them  to  bring  this  vile  offender  to  juftice,  who, 

«  from  the  ftrength  of  mercy,  and  the  powerful 

<  friends,  that  he  (vile  as  he  is)  has  to  ftaud  by 

<  him,  boafts,  that  he’ll  get  over  this profecution,. 

<  which  fo  loudly  calls  for  the  affiftance  of  every 
c  virtuous  lady,  tender  hufband,  and  truly  ai- 
4  fe£lionate  parent.  This  (now)  unhappy  couple, 

*  having  nothing  to  back  them  in  this  melancholy 
C  profecution,  but  the  juftnefsof  their  refentment, 

<  fear,  that  it  is  a’ofolutely  necefiary  for  them  to 

*  have  proper  council  at  the  trial,  to  minutely  ex- 

<  amine  his  witnefles  (as  they  are  told  he  has  a 
c  areat  many  prepared)  haveitnotin  their  prefent 
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c  abilities  to  fee  council  (as  he  too  well  knows  and 
1  boafts  of)  unlefs  charitably  aided,  as  above  re- 
4  quefted;  upon  the  ftrength  of  which  he  pro- 
4  pofes  taking  his  trial  next  feffions  at  the  Old- 
4  Bailey,  which  begins  on  Wednefday  next,  and 
4  has  given  notice  to  the  profecutors,  that  he  will 
4  furrender  in  court  that  day.’ 

And  that  in  the  Public  Advertifer  of  Tuefday 
the  19th  day  of  this  inftant  April,  the  following 
advertifement  was  printed,  viz. 

‘To  the  truly  charitable  and  humane,  friends 
4  of  and  enemies  to  the  violators  of  virtue. 

4  An  unhappy  gentlewoman,  whofe  h-ufband 
‘  being  under  unavoidable  misfortunes,  was  necef- 
‘  fiiated  to  be  continually  on  the  foot  amongft 
4  her  friends  endeavouring  to  extricate  him,  was 
c  way-laid  by  a  bafe  and  notorious  villain,  who, 

4  under  pretence  of  aftifting  her  hufband,  inveigled 
4  her  into  his  power, and  cruelly  ufedand  ravifh’d 
4  her,  for  which  he  {lands  indi&ed  thefe  feven 
4  months  pad,  ever  fince  which  he  has  abfconded. 

4  But  upon  hearing  that  he  was  to  be  out-lawed, 

4  and  that  the  poor  woman  was  dangeroufly  ill  (as 
4  fne  has  been  for  four  months  fince  this  unhappy 
4  affair)  he  put  the  unhappy  fufferersto  great  ex- 
4  pences  in  attending  feveral  noticesof  hisfurren- 
4  der  to  trial  (at  times  that  he  was  well  allured 
4  that  the  poor  woman  was  not  able  to  fit  up  in  her 
4  bed,  much  lefs  to  appear  in  court  to  try  him) 

4  which  expence,  herlicknefss  and  the  lofs  of  her 
4  hufband’s  time,  has  rendered  them  objects  of 
4  unutterable  companion.  They  therefore  are  in- 
4  difpenfibly  obliged  thus  mod:  humbly  to  call  up- 
4  on  the  truly  charitable  and  humane,  to  enable 
4  them  to  bring  this  vile  offender  to  juftice,  who, 

4  from  the  ftrength  of  money,  and  the  powerful 
4  friends  that  he  (vile  as  he  is)  has  to  ftand  by 
4  him,  boafts,  that  he’ll  get  over  this  profecution, 

4  which  fo  loudly  calls  for  the  affiftance  of  every 
4  virtuous  lady,  tender  hufband,  and  truly  af- 
4  fedionate  parent.  This  (now)  unhappy  couple, 

4  having  nothing  to  back  them  in  this  melancholy 
4  profecution,  but  the  juftnefs  of  their  refentment, 

4  fear,  that  it  is  absolutely  neceffary  for  them  to 
4  have  proper  council  at  the  trial,  to  minutely  ex- 
4  amine  his  witneffes  (as  they  are  told  he  has  a 
4  great  many  prepared)  have  it  not  in  their  prefent 
4  abilities  to  fee  council  (as  he  too  well  knows 
4  and  boafts  of)  unlefs  charitably  aided,  as  above 
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4  requefted ;  upon  the  ftrength  of  which  he  pro- 
4  pofes  taking  his  trial  next  feffions  at  the  Old- 
4  Bailey,  which  begins  to-morrow,  and  has  given 
4  notice  to  the  profecutors,  that  he  will  furrender 
4  in  court  that  day. 

4  Donations  will  be  moft  gratefully  acknow- 
4  ledged  in  this  paper,  or  in  perfon  by  the  unhap - 
4  py  fufferers,  if  admitted;  and  will  be  received 
4  by  Mr.  John  Frip,  apothecary,  in  Carey -ftreet, 
4  oppofite  to  the  Plough-inn,  Lincoln’s-mn,  who 
4  has  attended  the  poor  woman  in  her  ftcknefs 
4  thefe  four  months  paft,  and  ftill  attends  her,  and 
4  who,  in  compaflion  to  their  deplorable  fttuation, 

4  is  pleafed  to  take  the  trouble  upon  him. 

4  N.  B.  Inline  18  of  this  advertifement  yefter- 
4  day,  the  ftrength  of  mercy  was  printed  by  mif- 
4  take  inftead  of  the  ftrength  of  money .’ 

The  court  after  mature  deliberation  had  thereof 
declared  their  opinion  to  be,  That  the  printing  and 
pubiifhingfuch  paragraphs  relative  to  a  profecution 
for  felony  depending  in  this  court,  was  not  only  a 
public  offence  punifhable  by  indi&ment,  and  a 
private  injury  for  which  the  party  aggrieved  may 
maintain  his  a&ion  at  law,  but  alfo  was  an  high 
contempt  of  this  court,  and  ought  to  be  taken  up 
and  treated  as  fuch,  for  the  honour  of  public 
juftice,  and  to  check  a  pra&ice  fo  illegal  and  wick¬ 
ed,  as  the  printing  and  publifhing  what  may  tend 
to  prejudice  a  queftion  depending  in  judgment 
here  upon  a  criminal  profecution,  and  therefore 
made  an  order  to  the  effect  following. 

London  and  Middlefex . 

At  the  general  feffions  of  gaol  delivery  of  New¬ 
gate,  holden  for  the  city  of  London  and  county 
of  Middlefex,  at  Juftice -Hall  in  the  Old-Bailey, 
on  Wednefday  the  20th  Day  of  April,  1757,  be¬ 
fore  the  Right  Hon.  Marfhe  Dickinfon,  Efq; 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  London  ;  the  Right  Hon. 
William  Lord  Mansfield,  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
Court  of  King’s-Bench  ;  Sir  Edward  Clive,  Knt. 
one  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Court  of  Common- 
Pleas;  the  Hon.  Heneage  Legge,  Efq;  one  of  the 
Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer;  and  others  his 
Majefty’s  Juftices  of  Gaol  Delivery  for  the  faid 
City  and  County  of  Middlefex. 

It  appearing  to  this  court,  that  in  two  public 
papers  intituled  the  Public  Advertifer,  one  dated 
Monday  April  the  1 8th,  1757,  and  the  other 
dated  Tuefday  April  the  19th,  1757,  and  printed 

and 
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and  fold  by  W.  Egelfham,  at  the  corner  of  Ivy- 
lane  in  Pater-nofter-row,  there  is  contained  an 
advertifement  in  the  faid  order  particularly  fpeci- 
fied,  and  to  the  effeCt  herein  before  fet  forth. 

And  the  preparing  and  printing  the  faid  adver- 
tifements  relating  to  a  profecution  for  felony  de¬ 
pending  before  this  court,  and  endeavouring  un¬ 
der  the  fame  to  obtain  donations  for  carrying  on 
fuch  profecution,  being  a  contempt  of  this  court, 
and  having  a  manifeft  tendency  to  the  perverfion 
of  public  juftice,  it  is  therefore  ordered  by  this 
court,  that  the  printer  of  the  faid  papers  do  per- 
fonally  attend  this  court  to-morrow  morning  at 
ten  o’clock,  to  {hew  caufe  why  he  (hould  not  be 
proceeded  againft  for  the  aforefaid  contempt  and 
mifdemeanor. 

By  the  Court. 

On  Thurfday  morning  the  21ft  day  of  this  in- 
ftant  April,  the  faid  Wells  Egelfham,  the  printer 
of  the  faid  papers,  in  obedience  to  the  faid  order, 
appeared  here  in  court,  and  being  publicly  exa¬ 
mined,  owned  that  he  was  the  printer  of  the  daily 
paper  called  the  Public  Advertifer,and  had  print¬ 
ed  the  faid  advertisements  herein  before  fet  forth 
in  the  faid  Public  Advertifer  of  Monday  andTuef- 
day  laft,  and  exprefled  great  forrow  for  what  he 
had  fo  done,  and  alledged  in  excufe  for  the  fame, 
that  he  had  done  it  thro’  inadvertence,  and  figni- 
fted  to  the  court  his  readinefs  todifcover  thofe  who 
had  drawn  him  in  to  print  and  publifh  the  fame, 
and  having  produced  to  the  court  the  original 
draught  of  the  advertifements  brought  to  him  to 
be  inferted  in  the  faid  daily  papers,  and  alledging 
that  he  had  made  enquiry  at  thehoufeof  the  faid 
John  Frip,  whom  he  well  knew,  to  find  out  who 
was  the  author  of  the  faid  advertifements,  and 
that  he  underftood  upon  fuchenquiry  one  Terence 
Shortney,  in  Chapel-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  the  huf- 
ba*d  of  the  woman  mentioned  in  the  faid  adver¬ 
tifements,  was  the  author  thereof,  and  had  brought 
the  fame  to  the  faid  W.  Egelfham  to  be  printed, 
the  court  took  the  matter  fo  offered  by  him  into 
consideration,  and  in  regard  the  trial,  to  which  the 
faid  advertifements  related,  was  appointed  to  come 
on  in  this  court  on  Saturday  the  23d  day  of  this 
inftant  April,  directed  the  faid  Mr.  Egelfham  to 
attend  here  again  that  day  at  ten  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon,  and  afterwards  made  an  order  to  the 
effect  following. 
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London  and  Middlefex. 

At  the  General  Seflions  of  Gaol  Delivery  of 
Newgate,  holden  for  the  City  of  London  and 
County  of  Middlefex,  at  Juftice-Hall,  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  on  Thurfday  the  21ft  Day  of  April,  17  57, 
before  the  Right  Hon.  Marfhe  Dickinfon,  Efq; 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  London  ;  the  Right  Hon. 
WilliamLord  Mansfield, Chief  J  uftice  of  the  Court 
of  King’s-Bench;  Sir  Edward  Clive,  Knt.  one  of 
the  Juftices  of  the  Court  of  Common-Pleas;  the 
Hon.  Heneage  Legge,  Efq;  one  of  the  Baronsnof 
the  Exchequer;  and  others  his  Majefty’s  Juftices 
of  Gaol  Delivery  for  the  faid  City  and  County  of 
Middlefex. 

It  is  ordered  by  this  court,  that  John  Frip  and 
Terence  Shortney  do  personally  attend  this  court 
on  Saturday  next,  at  1  o  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  to 
anfwer  all  fuch  matters  and  things  as  {hall  then  and 
there  be  objected  againft  them,  for  a  certain  con¬ 
tempt  and  mifdemeanor,  in  caufing  an  advertife¬ 
ment  to  be  inferted  in  the  Public  Advertifer  of 
Monday  the  18th,  andTuefday  the  19th  of  April, 
for  the  railing  of  public  donations  for  the  carrying 
on  of  a  profecution  depending  before  this  court  for 
felony ;  and  for  endeavouring  to  create  public 
prejudice  againft  the  perfon  charged  in  fuch  ad¬ 
vertifements  as  the  offender,  and  who  was  to  be 
tried  in  this  court  on  an  indictment  found  againft 
him,  to  the  manifeft  perverfion  of  public  juftice. 

By  the  Court. 

The  court  on  Saturday  morning  the  faid  23d  day 
of  April,  1757,  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  James 
Morris,  the  perfon  charged  in  the  faid  'advertife¬ 
ments  as  the  aggreftor,  and  who  was  indi&ed  by 
the  name  of  3|tlttI£Cr  9^0 gent,  otherwife 
gioljn,  otherwife 3)ofCpl3, otherwife  called  Capt. 
£@0?n$>  for  that  he,  on  the  15th  day  of  June, 
1756,  aftaulted  Mary  the  wife  of  Terence  Short¬ 
ney,  and  by  force  and  againft  her  will  feloniouhy 
committed  a  rape  on,  and  had  carnal  knowledge 
of,  her  body. 

Mary  Shortney  being  fworn  depcfed,Tha.t  on  the 
loth  of  June,  in  the  year  1756,  {he  had  been  to 
Clifford-ftreet,  to  wait  upon  a  very  good  friend  of 
her  hufband’s  and  hers,  to  folicit  his  favour  on  her 
hufband’s  behalf,  where  fne  met  with  great  difap- 
pointment,  and  in  coming  back  from  thence  fhe 
fat  herfelf  down  as  much  diftrefied,  in  one  of  the 
chairs  in  the  Green- park,  to  reft  herfelf.  Mr.Mor- 
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fis,  the  prifoner,  came  up  to  her  there,  and  a 
her  leave  to  fit  down  by  her,  and  then  faid, Madam, 
you  feem  to  be  greatly  in  trouble,  and  look  to  b- 
more  overwhelmed  than  a  perfon  of  your  years 
ufually  is,  and  I  have  often  obferved  you  as  you 
have  paired  and  repaired  this  way,  that  you  always 

looked  melancholy;  to  which  Ihe  anfwered  God 

help  me,  young  as  I  am,  I  have  met  w>th  a  large 
(hare  of  trouble,  which  is  needlefs  to  acquaint 
you  of,  who  are  a  ftranger  to  me ;  and  then  healked 
her  if  Ihe  was  married,  and  Ihe  faid  yes.  hen 
he  alked  her  if  Ihe  had  a  bad  hulband,  and  Ihe  faid 
Ihe  had  as  good  a  one  as  any  woman  had ;  he  then 
entreated  her  to  let  him  know  the  nature  of  her 
affairs,  and  told  her  he  had  a  wile  for  whofe  mil- 
condua  he  was  obliged  to  part  with  her,  after 
having  had  nineteen  children  by  her,  that  he  was 
then  in  mourning  for  a  relation  or  friend  that  hau 
left  his  two  daughters  five  thoufand  pounds  each, 
and  that  he  had  an  income  of  his  own  of  five  thou¬ 
fand  pounds  a  year,  and  that  as  his  inclinations 
were  always  exerted  to  relieve  the  unhappy,  he 
begged  of  her  to  let  him  know  her  misfortunes ; 
whereupon  Ihe  told  him  that  her  hulband  had  met 
with  great  misfortunes  in  life,  and  had  been  ruin  d 
by  thofe  he  took  to  be  his  friends  ;  and  feeingMr. 
Morris  to  be  a  grave  man, and  thinking  him  to  be 
a  perfon  that  heaven  had  fent  to  relieve  her,  Ihe 
acquainted  him  with  the  ftate  of  her  hulband  s  af¬ 
fairs,  to  which  he  faid  that  he  knew  feveral  people 
that  Ihe  had  mention’d, and  the  man  that  Ihe  charg  d 
as  the  occafion  of  her  hufband’s  misfortunes  had 
drawn  him  (Mr.  Morris)  in  foriool.  and  then  he 
bid  her  be  comforted,  and  that  he  would  reward 
her  expe&ations  in  every  thing,  and  he  thenputhis 
hand  into  his  pocket  and  took  thereout  a  moidore, 
which  he  gave  her,  and  faid,  he  was  forry  he  had 
no  more  money  about  him,  but  that  as  Ihe  often 
came  backwards  and  forwards  through  the  park,  he 
fhould  have  an  opportunity  at  noon  or  evening  to 
fee  her  again  foon,  and  that  Ihe  had  fet  him  upon 
a  work  that  was  a  heaven  upon  earth  to  him. 
Soon  after  (he  parted  from  him,  ana  went  feveral 
times  afterwards  as  her  occafions  called  her  that 

way,  but  did  not  fee  Mr.  Morris  again  until  Ihe 

met  him  by  chance  palling  along  in  Albemarle- 
Meufe  the  15th  day  of  June,  17 56,  when  he  told 
her  he  was  going  to  wait  upon  the  lords  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty  and  could  not  ftay  then,  but  dehredher  to 
meet  him  in  the  Green-park  at  five  that  evening. 


when  he  would  talk  farther  to  her  on  the  fubject 
Ihe  had  before  fpoke  to  him ;  that  fee  went  at  hve 
that  evening  into  the  Green-park,  where  (he  met 
Mr.  Morris,  and  he  then  told  her  he  had  inquired 
into  her  hulhand’s  affairs,  and  tound  he  was  upon 
the  duke  of  Grafton’s  lift,  to  be  one  of  h.s  ma- 
jefty’s  meflengers,  and  that  he  Mr.  Morris  had  a 
great  deal  to  fay  to  her,  and  the  Park  not  being  a 
proper  place  to  talk  in,  he  defired  fhe  would  goto 
a  tavern  with  him,  which  Iheobjeaed  againft ;  on 
which  Mr.  Morris  faid  to  her,  do  you  think  I 
would  defire  you  to  do  an  improper  thing^  no,  i 
have  children  of  my  own,  and  if  Ihe  thought 
tavern  an  improper  place  to  go  to,  he  would  go  a 
little  way  in  a  coach  with  her  out  of  town  ;  and 
fhe  unhappily  confenting  thereto,  he  ordered  th 
coachman  to  drive  to  Marybone,  in  the  way 
which  place  (lie  told  him  as  nigh  as  (he  could  what 
valuable  things  of  her  hulband’s  were  pledged  and 
parted  with,  and  he  faid  he  would  take  an  account 
of  them  in  writing,  when  they  came  to  Marybone ,  - 
and  afterwards  the  coach  flopped  at  the  garden 
houfe  tavern  Marybone,  where  Mr.  Morns  carried 
her  into  a  room  up  (lairs,  and  ordered  feme  w  ne 
and  a  bafket  of  cakes, and-as  foon  as  he  was  fer  ed 
with  them  and  the  fervant  was  gone  down>  “r- 
Morris  began  to  talk  to  her  in  a  different  ft  ram  to 
what  he  hid  before  fpoke  to  her,  and  (aid  he  hoped 
Ihe  would  comply  with  his. defires.  On  which  fhe 
told  him  fhe  would  perilh  by  inches  firft,  and 
thereupon  he  faid  the  fineft  ladies  in  the  land 
will  do  it,  and  that  adultery  was  no  fin  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Almighty, it  was  only  called  foby  the  vulgar ; 
that  he  pull’d  her  and  teaz’d  her  all  the  time,  and 
at  laftby  force  threw  her  on  the  carpet  which  was 
in  the  room,  from  which  fhe  got  up  again  noon 
her  knees,  and  beg’d  and  intreated  him  to  let  her 
go  home,  and  that  fhe  would  never  mention  the 
offence  he  had  attempted  to  be  guilty  o,,  but  would 
bear  it  in  her  own  breaft ;  then  fhe  got  ^P  and  w’en' 
to  the  door,  which  fhe  found  fatten'd  on  which 
fhe  went  to  the  window  in  hopes  to  fee  fomebody , 
that  he  then  feized  on  her  behind,  and  threw  her 
on  fome  chairs,  and  ftruck  her  head  againft  fome 
part  ofachair  which  Harm’d  her,andthen  he  com¬ 
mitted  the  vile  faft  on  her  by  force  andagamft  her 
will.  As  foon  as  fhe  could  get  from  him  jhe  told 

him  fhe  would  bring  him  to  juftice,  notwithft  d- 
ing  the  diftreffedcircumftances  her  hulband  was  in. 

On  which  he  faid,  have  patience  and  c°mp°fe 


[ 

yourfelf,  and  not  go  to  expofe  yourfelf,  as  it  would 
only  gain  her  hufband’s  difpleafure ;  and  that  as 
no  body  was  nigh  or  by  to  prove  the  fa £1,  fhe 
would  only  ruin  herfelf,  and  render  him  incapable 
of  doing  what  he  had  promifed  on  her  hufband’s 
behalf:  and  he  faid  he  would  do  every  thing  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  promifefor  her  and  her  hufband,  and 
ten  thoufand  times  more,  if  fhe  would  but  behave 
with  difcretion.  To  which  fhe  gave  him  no  an- 
fwer,  but  beg’d  he  would  fend  her  home ;  and  as 
fire  faid,  (lie  was  unable  to  pay  for  a  coach,  he 
carried  her  back  along  with  him  in  a  coach,  and  in 
the  coach  he  repeated  his  promife  over  and  oyer,, 
and  faid  he  would  make  it  ten  thoufand  times  more 
if  fhe  would  keep  what  had  happened  to  herfelf. 
That  when  fhe  got  home,  fhe  told  her  hufband  fhe 
had  feen  the  gentleman  fhe  had  before  told  him  of, 
and  what  he  had  faid  to  her  ;  and  her  hufband 
very  chearfully  wrote  out  the  lift  of  his  effects 
pawned.  And  as  for  feveral  days  after  that  fhe  ne¬ 
ver  heard  from  Mr.  Morris,  her  hufband  faid,  as 
you  do  not  hear  from  this  gentleman,  according 
to  the  promife  you  told  me  he  had  made,  I’d  have 
you  write  to  him,  which  fhe  accordingly  did,  and 
thereupon  he  promifed  to  meet  her,  but  did  not  ; 
then  fhe  wrote  a  fecond  time,  but  he  did  not  meet 
her ;  but  file  afterwards  feeing  him,  he  bid  her  be 
eafy  for  a  few  days,  and  afterwards  again  meeting 
with  hdr,  hedellred  her  to  walk  through  the  nar¬ 
row  paflage  into  St.  James’s -fireet  with  him, 
which  fhe  did,  and  when  he  got  her  into  the 
paflage,  being  a  lonely  place,  he  there  attempted 
to  do  what  he  had  done  at  Mary  bone,  but  fhe  got 
from  him,  and  immediately  went  home  and  told 
her  hufband  of  all  that  happened. 

Did  you  write  thofe  letters  yourfelf  ? 

Anfwer.  I  wrote  them  from  copies  my  hufband 
firfl:  wrote. 

QiG  ive  an  account  of  the  contents  of  the  firfl: 
letter. 

Anfwer.  I  did  not  take  a  copy  of  it. 

"  Do  you  know  it  again  when  you  fee  it  ? 

Anfwer.  if  I  fee  the  letter  I  can  fweay  to  my 
own  hand. 

Q.  What  was  the  fubftance  of  the  firfl:  letter? 

Anfwer.  To  appoint  a  time  for  Mr,  Morris  to 
meet  me. 

How  long  was  this  after  you  had  been  with 
him  to  Mary  bone? 

Anfwer .  I  can’t  tell  to  a  day, 


CX  Can  you  to  four  or  five? 

Anfwer.  No. 

Can  you  tell  when  you  font  the  fecond  let¬ 
ter  ? 

Anfwer.  Not  to  a  day, 

Q.  Can  you  to  four  or  five  ? 

Anfwer.  No,  it  was  but  a  few  days  difiance. 

Court •  It  will  be  necefiary  for  you,  in  point  of 
law,  to  be  a  little  more  particular  as  to  the  aflault 
on  you  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  what  he  did  afterwards 
to  you. 

Anfwer .  I  will  anfwer  any  queftion. 

Court.  She  fhall  be  afked  in  her  crofs  exami¬ 
nation. 

Council  for  prifoner .  We  make  no  doubt  of 
what  an  anfwer  fhe  will  make. 

Had  you  ever  feen  the  prifoner  before  he 
came  to  you  in  the  Green-park  ? 

Anfwer.  As  I  have  gone  to  Bond-fireet  I  re¬ 
member  fuch  a  gentleman,  but  no  farther,  and  I 
have  met  him  in  the  Park  with  a  couple  of  dogs. 

Q.  What  is  your  hufband’s  employ  ? 

Anfwer.  He  did  belong  to  the  machine  at 
Weftminfter-bridge,  but  dpes  not  now. 

CX  Did  you  tell  him  you  had  been  abufed'  by 
Mr.  Morris,  in  the  way  you  have  mention’d, 
wfien  you  came  home  frqm  being  at  Mary  bone 
with  Mr.  Morris  ? 

Anfwer.  No,  Mr.  Morris  told  me  the  great 
things  he  would  do  for  my  hufband,  and  no  body 
being  near,  nigh  or  by,  when  he  did  the  a£t,  I 
thought  if  I  told  my  hufband  of  it,  it  wou’d  ruin 
me  for  ever,  and  I  chofe  rather  to  pine  my  life 
away,  than  to  let  my  hufband  know  of  it. 

CX  Did  Mr.  Morris,  the  prifoner,  tell  vou  his 
name  ?  ’  — 

Anfwer.  He  did,  I  did  not  know  it  before. 

CX  What  did  he  fay  his  name  was  ? 

Anfiuer.  He  faid  he  was  colonel  Morris ;  he 
told  me  alfo  were  he  liv’d,  and  that  he  had  an  in¬ 
come  of  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  but  from 
what  I  have  heard  fince,  it  is  not  fo, 

Qi  Did  he  tell  you  his  chriftian  name  ? 

Anfiuer.  No,  he  did  not,  he  faid  he  was  a 
colonel  in  the  guards,  and  by  the  direef ions  he 
gave  me  I  found  him  out. 

Q.  On  which  letter  did  he  meet  you? 

Anfwer.  'Fhe  fecond,  and  bid  me  be  eafy  for 
a  few  days. 
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Q.  front 


from  prifoner  (be  flews  two  letters  and  a 
cover.)  Are  thefe  your  hand-writing  ? 

Anfwer.  Thefe  are  my  hand-writing,  and  this 
is  the  cover,  taking  them  into  her  hand. 

Then  the  prifoner  fhew’d  her  a  third,  a  fourth, 
a  fifth,  a  fixth,  a  feventh,  an  eighth,  a  ninth,  all 
which  fhe  own’d  to  be  her  own  hand-writing, 
and  fent  by  her  to  the  prifoner.  They  tv  ere  read 
in  court ,  and  are  as  follows. 

LETTER  I. 

Dear  Sir,  > 

When  I  had  the  favour  of  feeing  you,  you  pro- 
mifed  to  fee  me  the  day  following,  and  as  I  have 
not  had  that  favour  ever  lince,  I  am  afraid  you, 
good  Sir,  are  difpleafed  with  me  in  fome  fhape, 
which  heaven  forbid.  I  beg  you  will  pleafe  to  let 
me  fee  you  this  morning  at  the  ufual  time.  If 
you  choofe  to  favour  me  with  any  anfwer  by  the 
bearer,  pleafe  to  let  it  be  by  a  line  fealed  up,  for 
reafons  I  fhall  tell  you  when  I  have  the  pieafure 
to  fee  you,  which  I  hope  will  be  this  day. 

I  am  with  all  gratitude  and  refpeft, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
29th  June,  1756.  M.  Shortney. 

Tocapt.  Morris,  in  Bolton-ftreet. 

LETTER  II. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  in  great  hopes  to  have  the  favour  of  fee- 
ing  you  yefterday.  I  attended  almoftall  tne  day, 
from  one  at  noon,  till  eight  at  night.  I  fhall 
efteem  it  the  greateft  favour,  that  you,  good  Sir, 
will  be  pleafed  to  fpare  me  three  minutes  of  your 
company  this  day.  I  am  now  in  the  Park,  where 
I  fhall  wait  your  kind  anfwer. 

I  am  with  all  duty  and  refpedf, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged  and  very  hunfible  fervant, 
July  ift,  1756.  M.  Shortney. 

To  capt.  Morris,  in  Bolton-ftreet. 

LETTER  III. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  it  is  no  more  in  my  power  (nor  do  I  think 
it  poflible)  fufficiently  to  apologize  for  being  fo 
troublefome  to  you,  than  it  is  to  extol  your  un- 
parallel’d  kindnefs  to  me,  I  fhall  not  attempt  to 
trouble  you  to  read  any  thing  I  am  able  to  write 


on  that  head  ;  but  this  pleafe  to  give  me  leave  to 
afTure  you  of,  that  a  more  grateful  heart  is  not 
under  the  canopy  of  heaven  than  my  abje£l  felf  is 
poflefTed  of,  and  that  I  and  my  poor  hufband, 
whofe  heart  is  fo  full  of  gratitude  to  you,  my  dear- 
eft  and  beft  of  gentlemen,  that  he  can  fcarcely 
contain  himfelf,  fhall  be  ever  on  our  tiptoes  to 
merit  your  kind  and  great  favours.  As  you,  dear 
Sir,  was  pleafed  to  promife  to  fee  me  this  day 
without  faying  what  time,  I  now  moft  humbly 
beg  to  know,  what  hour  you  will  do  me  that  fa¬ 
vour.  I  wait  your  kind  anfwer  as  before. 

I  am  with  unalterable  gratitude, 
and  the  higheft  refpedf. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obliged  and  ever  dutiful  fervant, 

Saturday  morning.  M.  Shortney. 

To  capt.  Morris,  in  Bolton-ftreet. 

r  • » 

LETTER  IV. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  frightened  almoft  to  diftra£tion  left  you 
think  me  troublefome;  if  I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 
pleafe  to  tell  me,  and  I  fhall  never  be  fo  any  more, 
my  ftudy  fhall  be  to  deferve  your  favour.  I  hum¬ 
bly  and  moft  preftingly  beg  you  will  pleafe  to  ap¬ 
point  a  time  that  I  may  have  the  favour  of  fpeak- 
ing  a  few  words  to  you,  I  fhall  not  detain  you 
many  minutes. 

I  am,  with  all  deference  and  refped, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  ever  grateful  and  moft  obedient 
I  wait  the  favour  of  humble  fervant, 

your  anfwer  as  before.  M,  Shortney . 

Tuefday  morning. 

To  capt.  Morris,  in  Bolton-ftreet. 

LETTER  V. 

Dear  Sir, 

From  the  experienced  knowledge  I  have  of  your 
good  nature,  I  humbly  prefume  you  will  not  think 
me  too  troublefome.  1  made  bold  to  write  you  a 
line  a  Saturday,  and  received  for  anfwer  that  you 
would  pleafe  to  fee  me  at  feven  in  the  evening, 
and  I  waited  in  hopes  of  that  favour  from  before 
that  hour,  till  paft  eight.  I  moft  humbly  beg 
the  favour  of  feeing  you  this  day ;  if  you,  good 
Sir,  can  fpare  time  now*  I  fhall  not  detain  you 

three 


three  minutes.  I  wait  your  kind  anfwer  as  be¬ 
fore. 

I  am  with  the  utmoft  fenfe  of  gratitude, 

and  due  refpedt. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obliged  and  ever  dutiful  fervant. 
To  capt.  Morris,  M.  Shortney. 

in  Bolton-ftreet. 

LETTER  VI. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  fuch  an  abfolute  neceffity  to  fpeak  two 
or  three  words  to  you,  that  I  moil:  humbly  and 
moft  preflingly  beg,  you  will  be  pleated  to  let  me 
have  that  favour  now ;  my  dear  Sir,  I  befeech  you 
not  to  deny  me  this  favour,  for  which  I  now  in 
great  hopes  wait.  I  fhall  not  attempt  to  trefpais 
on  your  time  three  minutes  if  you  pleafe,  I  muit 
entirely  rely  on  your  goodnefs  for  pardon  for  my 
thus  importuning  you.  I  am  with  inexpreflible 
gratitude,  and  the  greateft  refpedl, 

Dear  Sir, 

your  ever  dutiful, 
and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

To  capt.  Morris,  M.  Shortney. 

in  Bolton-ftreet. 

LETTER  VII. 

Dear  Sir, 

Words  cannot  exprefs  the  uneafinefs  for  fear 
I  have  in  fome  Ihape  offended  you,  which  heaven 
forbid;  this  I  dreadfully  apprehend  from  my  not 
having  the  favour  of  feeing  you,  agreeaole  to  your 
feveral  promifes.  I  every  day  waited,  and  God 
knows  with  an  aching  heart;  what  adds  infinitely 
to  my  fear  is,  that  I  faw  you  on  Saturday  evening, 
in  the  Park,  twice,  and  paid  my  refpeds  to  you  in 
a  prudent  manner,  as  I  thought,  and  you  did  not 
take  the  leaf!  notice  of  me  ;  I  waited  till  almoft 
io  ’clock  ;  fure  you,  dear  Sir,  who  was  fo. feel¬ 
ingly  touched  with  my  unhappy  caie,  fo  kindly 
affifted  me,  and  in  your  great  goodnefs  was  plea- 
fed  to  promife  me  your  future  friendfhip,  will  not 
turn  your  back  to  me  without  a  real  caufe ;  (which 
indeed  you  (hall  not  have  from  me)  my  fears  and 
apprehenfions  does  almoft  diftradf  me;  if  my  im¬ 
portunity  has  unhappily  difpleafed  you,  my  dear 
Sir,  pardon  me,  I  fhall  not  do  it  any  more, 
am,  and  (hall  be  quite  unhappy,  till  I  have  the  fa¬ 
vour  to  fpeak  to  you,  which  I  beg,  for  God  s 
fake,  you  will  let  me  have  this  morning ;  I  lhail 


wait  at  the  ufual  place,  from  the  time  this  letter 
is  left  till  io  o’clock;  my  dear  Sir,  don’t  let  me 
wait  in  vain.  I  am,  with  the  utmoft  fenfe  of  gra¬ 
titude,  and  the  greateft  reipedt,  . 

Dear  Sir, 

,  Your  moft  obedient 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 
Monday  morning.  M.  Shortney. 

To  capt.  Morris,  in  Bolton-ftreet. 

LETTER  VIII. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  waited  yefterday  evening,  agreeable  to  your 
appointment;  my  dear  Sir,  pleafe  to  pardon  my 
being  thus  troublefome,  which  I  cannot  help  till  I 
have& the  favour  of  feeing  you,  which  favour  I 
hope  you  will  now  pleafe  to  do  me,  as  I  fhall  wait 
in  hope  thereof. 

I  am  with  due  refpedt, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant. 

To  capt.  Morris,  M.  Shortney. 

in  Bolton-ftreet. 

LETTER  IX. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  moft  preffmgly  beg  the  favour  to  fpeak  a  word 
to  you;  fure,  dear  Sir,  you  can  fpare  me  one  mi¬ 
nute;  I  am  the  bearer  of  this  myfelf. 

I  am,  with  due  refpedt, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

M. Short  ney.. 

If  I  have  not  the  favour  to  fee  you  now,  I  fhall 
wait  all  the  morning  and  all  the  evening, 
for  fee  you,  by  fome  means,  if  you  pleafe, 

I  muft. 

Wednefday  morning. 

To  capt.  Morris,  in  Bolton-ftreet 

Q.  Did  you  difcover  the  whole  that  happen’d 
between  you  and  Mr.  Morris  to  your  hufband, 
after  he  made  the  fecond  attempt  ? 

Anfwer.  I  did. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  how  many  letters  have  paft  ? 

Anfwer.  No,  I  cannot ;  my  hufband  firft  wrote 
all  the  nine  letters  which  have  been  read,  and  I 
copied  them  and  fent  them. 

Ch  How  often  might  you  fee  him  after  the  15  th 

of  June. 

Anfwer . 
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Anfwer .  Upon  my  word  I  can’t  pofitively  fay 
how  many  times.  I  faw  him  two  or  three  times. 

I't  was  three  times,  and  he  propofed  every  time 
.what  he  would  do,  and  beg’d*that  I  would  not  di¬ 
vulge  any  thing. 

Q.  What  were  the  favours  he  had  done  you? 

Anfwer.  He  gave  me  a  moidore,  and  like  wife 
went  to  the  duke  of  Grafton  to  fpeak  in  the  be¬ 
half  of  my  hufband,  as  he  told  me,  and  found  my 
hufband  upon  the  lift  for  a  meflenger,  and  recom¬ 
mended  him  alfo  to  the  duke. 

Qj.  When  did  you  make  the  firft  difcovery  of 
this  to  a  magiftrate  ? 

Anfwer ;  It  was  in  September. 

Ch  Where? 

Anfwer.  At  Hicks’s-Hall,  where  the  indict¬ 
ment  was  found  againft  the  prifoner,  and  I  had  a 
warrant  granted  on  it  afterwards  againft  him. 

Q.  Was  there  no  propofal  ever  made  from  you 
or  your  hufband  to  the  prifoner,  to  make  it  up  ? 

Anfwer.  No,  never,  no  fuch  thing. 

Q;  G  ive  an  account  of  all  the  times  you  was 
with  him. 

Anfwer.  I  was  with  him  on  the  ioth  of  June, 
the  15th,  and  I  believe  three  times  afterwards. 

Q^from  prifoner.  W  hat  time  of  the  day  was  I 
with  you  at  Marybone? 

Anfwer.  I  met  you  at  five  in  the  evening  in  the 
Park,  and  we  were  at  Marybone  between  fix  and 
feven,  on  the  15th. 

Q .  from  prifoner.  How  long  did  weftay  there? 

Anfwer.  That  I  can't  pofitively  fay  •  I  was  in 
too  great  a  confufion  to  obferve  the  time.  I  had 
no  watch  or  clock. 

In  what  room  were  you  there  ? 

Anfwer.  In  a  one  pair  of  ftairs  room  back¬ 
wards  out  into  the  garden. 

Q.  •  Who  did  you  fee  going  up-ftairs  into  the 
room  ? 

Anfwer.  I  faw  nobody  but  a  fervant  that  fqxv’d 
us  there.  When  we  got  into  the  room  I  faw  a 
woman,  but  nobody  but  a  fervant  came  nigh  me. 

Q.  How  many  chairs  was  this  injury  done  to 
you  on? 

Anfwer •  I  don’t  know,  neither  can  I  fay  in 
what  manner  they  were  placed. 

Qi  What  was 'you  doing  at  the  time  he  placed 
the  chairs  ? 

Anfwer.  I  was  gafping  for  breath.  I  did  not 
fee  hnn  take  the  chairs,  for  my  back  was  to¬ 
wards  him. 


Q.  Did  you,  at  that  time,  when  you  found  the 
door  faft  and  flew  to  the  window,  make  any  out¬ 
cry  in  order  for  afiiftance? 

Anfwer.  1  call’d  out,  knock’d  feveral  times  with 
my  heel,  and  lamented  and  cried,  but  nobody  came. 
I  cried  very  much,  that  they  might  have  heard 
me  the  whole  houfe  over. 

Q.  Who  was  the  reckoning  paid  to  ? 

Anfwer.  Nobody  came  into  the  room  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  reckoning. 

Q.  Who  paid  the  reckoning  ? 

Anfwer.  I  don’t  know. 

Qi  Who  did  you  fee  in  the  houfe  ? 

Anfwer.  I  faw  nobody  but  a  girl  at  going  out. 

Cb  How  old  might  fhe  appear  to  be  ? 

Anfwer.  She  was  a  woman  grown.  She  can 
fwear  fhe  faw  me  there,  but  I  can’t  find  her. 

Qi  Did  you  make  any  complaints  of  the  in¬ 
jury  you  had  received,  to  any  there? 

Anfwer.  No. 

Qi  Did  you  to  the  coachman  ? 

Anfwer.  No. 

Qi  Whether  or  no  you  have  made  it  a  cuftom 
to  follicit  people  in  the  Park  about  charity? 

Anfwer.  No,  I  never  did. 

Q.  Did  not  you  afk  the  prifoner  for  charity  ? 

Anfuer.  No. 

Q.  from  prifoner.  Give  an  account  of  the  in¬ 
jury  you  received  ;  you  are  a  married  woman,  and 

can  very  well  do  it. 

*  , 

Council  for  the  prifoner.  In  what  fituation  did 
you  find  him  ? 

Anfwer.  I  found  him  in  my  body. 

Qi  Did  you  perceive  any  thing  come  from 
him  ? 

Anfwer.  I  found  him  difeharge  nature  in  my 
body. 

Qi  How  long  ago  is  it  that  you  had  notice  of 
his  furrendering,  and  taking  his  trial  at  this  fef- 
fions  ? 

Anfwer.  Laft  Thurfday  was  fe’nnight. 

Qi  Where  is  the  girl  you  fay  you  faw  at  Mary¬ 
bone  ? 

Anfwer.  She  is  gone  to  another  place,  and  they 
will  not  inform  me  where. 

Terence  Shortney ,  the  hufband  of  the  faid  Mary 
Shortney ,  being  fwern  faid ,  That  all  the  nine 
letters,  as  were  produced,  were  every  one  of  them 
originally  wrote  by  him  before  he  knew  any  thing 
of  the  fa£l,  with  which  the  prifoner  now  ftands 
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charged;  that  witnefs’s  wife  told  him  how  the 
prifoner  had  propofed  to  be  a  very  good  friend  to 
witnefs,  who  thereupon  faid  to  his  wife,  take  care, 
my  dear,  and  be  upon  your  guard  :  As  I  was 
at  that  time  confined  at  home,  under  the  moft 
unhappy  circumftances  in  the  world,  and  could 
not  go  out  myfelf,  my  wife  told  me  he  (the  prifo¬ 
ner)  defired  me  to  fend  him  a  lift  of  what  cloaths 
I  had  in  pawn,  which  I  did,  and  not  hearing  from 
him,  I  faid  to  her,  I  am  furprifed  I  don’t  hear 
from  the  gentleman,  as  you  faid  he  appeared  to 
be  a  man  of  fortune. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  afk  any  body  elfe  about  him  ? 

Anfwer .  Not  as  I  can  recoiled:. 

Qi  What  time  was  this  correfpondence  conti¬ 
nued  ?  for  it  certainly  mult  be  between  the  15th 
of  June  and  the  13th  of  September,  when  the  bill 
was  found.  W hen  was  the  laft  letter  wrote  ? 

Anfwer .  They  were  all  wrote  near  one  ano¬ 
ther,  1 

Qi  When  did  your  wife  make  this  difcovery 
to  you? 

Anfiver.  I  can’t  tell  the  day,  but  at  that  time 
I  ran  out  and  found  him  in  the  Park;  I  obferved 
her  in  tears  in  bed  before  that. 

Qi  Did  Ihe  go  to  fee  the  prifoner  with  your 
con  fen  t  ? 

Anfwer .  She  did,  and  as  foon  as  fhe  came  home 
fhe  burft  out  into  tears;  I  faid,  what  is  the  mat¬ 
ter?  She  faid,  C4  Why  will  you  fend  me  to  look 

like  an  object  of  charity,  fitting  in  the  Park?” 
Upon  my  hearing  this  I  went  to  the  Park,  and 
ran  myfelf  quite  out  of  breath  (I  did  not  ftay  to 
hear  whether  he  really  had  committed  the  fad) 
and  by  the  defcription  fhe  had  given  me  of  the 
prifoner  I  found  him. 

Had  you  ever  been  with  her  in  the  Paik  ? 

Anfwer.  Yes,  I  had  often  ;  I  faid  to  the  pri¬ 
foner,  is  your  name  Morris?  yes,  faid  he:  I  faid, 
my  name’s  Shortney.  He  faid,  I’ll  certainly  do  for 
you  ;  you,  you  villain,  faid  I,  you  do  for  me?  you 
have  ruined  and  undone  me.  What  is  the  mat¬ 
ter?  faid  be ;  on  which  I  faid,  have  you  not  ruin¬ 
ed  my  wife?  I  defire  no  fatisfa&ion  of  you,  you 
have  ruined  and  undone  me  ;  will  you  fight  me? 

a  When  was  this  ? 

Anfwer.  This  was  the  very  morning  juft  after 
fhe  told  me  what  had  happened. 

Q.  What  day  was  it? 


,  4  Anfwer .  Upon  my  word  I  can’t  tell  when  it 
was. 

How  long  might  it  be  before  the  bill  of  in- 
di&ment  was  found  ? 

Anfzuer .  I  believe  it  might  be  about  a  month 
before,  or  fomething  thereabouts. 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  warrant  before  the  bill  of 
indictment  was  found? 

Anfwer.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Why  did  not  you  get  the  warrant  firft  ? 

Anfwer .  I  did  not  know  what  to  do,  I  had  no 
friend  to  apply  to.  I  went  to  one  Mr.  Lee,  and 
told  him  the  affair.  He  faid,  he  knew  the  man 
extremely  well,  he  is  a  man  of  a  bad  character. 
Mr.  Lee  came  to  our  houfe,  and  my  wife  told  him 
every  thing  that  pafled.  He  call’d  upon  me  one 
Sunday,  and  defired  me  to  go  as  far  as  Marybone 
with  him,  which  I  did.  He  examined  the  fervant 
of  the  houfe.  The  girl  faid  file  remembered  fhe 
prifoner  being  there.  Mr.  Lee  faid,  if  he  found  it 
as  fhe  faid,  he  would  undertake  it.  He  can  fwear 
what  the  girl  faid,  for  we  fufpeCt  he’ll  deny  being 
there;  for  he  faid  to  me,  when  I  went  to  him, 
<c  Upon  my  honour  I  never  was  in  company 
cc  with  her  in  my  life.”  No!  not  at  Marybone, 
faid  I ;  no,  never  in  my  life,  faid  he. 

Q.  How  many  times  after  the  15th  of  June 
did  your  wife  meet  him  with  your  privity  ? 

Anfwer.  Upon  my  word  I  cannot  tell.  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  may  be  fifteen  times  ;  very  frequently. 

Q.  from  prifoner.  Look  at  this  letter,  is  the 
fame,  and  the  name  your  writing  ? 

Anfwer .  ( He  takes  it  in  bis  hand.)  It  is. 

Q Lfrom  prifoner.  Here  is  another  letter,  pray 
look  at  that. 

Anfwer.  (He  takes  it  in  his  hand.)  This  is  my 
hand- writing.  Then  the  letters  were  ready  and 
are  as  follow : 

LETTER  I. 

SIR, 

I  humbly  hope,  as  you  in  your  great  goodnefs 
have  been  pleafed,  from  the  melancholy  account 
you  have  given  my  wife  leave  to  relate  to  you  of 
our  diftrefles,  to  aid  us  in  the  kind  and  charitable 
manner  you  have  done,  and  have  promifed  us  your 
future  aid  (unheard  of  goodnefs  and  charity  !  to  a 
degree  that  wants  a  name)  that  you  will  pleafe 
to  pardon  my  taking  this  unfeemly  liberty,  for 
which  I  blufh ;  but  my  wife  has  fent  me  word, 

'  D  that 
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that  you  are  going  out  of  town  rot  feme  time, 
which  indeed  is  the  principal  caule  of  my  pre¬ 
fuming  this  liberty.  1  hat  the  great  Grod  may 
pour  down  a  fucceflionof  bleflings  on  you,  fhau 
he  my  conftant  prayer  whilft  I  breathe.  At  leaft 
this  I  am  confident  of,  that  your  benevolence  will 
not  be  unrewarded,  and  I  am  pleafed  with  think¬ 
ing  that  the  providence  of  the  Almighty  has  luffi- 
cient  bleflings  in  ftore  for  fuch  unutterable  good- 
nefs,  and  will  difeharge  the  obligation  certainly, 
tho’  it  might  not  be  pleafing  to  his  Divine  Will 
to  make  me  the  happy  inftrument  in  doing  it. 
However,  nothing  in  my  power  fhail  be  wanting 
to  {hew  my  gratitude ;  I  (hall  make  it  the  buhneis 
of  my  life  to  thank  you,  and  to  deferve  your  kind 
favour.  As  I  have  not  the  honour  to  be  k®iown  to 
you,  ihall  not  prefume  to  fay  further  of  myfelf 
than  this,  that  if  I  could  be  enabled  to  wait  on 
you,  and  that  you  would  he  pleafed  to  give  me 
leave  to  do  fo,  I  flatter  myfelf,  you,  good  Sir,  will 
find  me  deferving  of  bread,  as  indeed.  Sir,  there  is 
nothing  in  my  abilities,  becoming  a  man,  that  I 
would  not  chearfully  do  for  honeft  bread.  Be  plea- 
led  to  believe  me,  that  I  am  not  an  idle  nor  an  indo¬ 
lent  man,  tho’  I  am,  God  help  me,  fo  much  dif- 
t  re  fled.  I  have  been  living,  or  rather  ftarving  on 
promifes,  till  I  have  been  neceflitated,  to  keep  life 
and  foul  together,  to  leave  myfelf  deftituteof  even 
fuch  apparel  as  entitles  me  to  look  after  any  fort  of 
bread,  and  muff  now,  with  my  poor  wife,  inevi¬ 
tably  perifh,  unlefs  immediately  relieved  ;  infhort, 
words  cannot  tell  our  deplorable  fituation  at  this 
prefen t  jundfure  ;  upon  the  whole,  as  you,  good 
Sir,  in  your  wonted  goodnefs  have  oeen  pleafed  to 
oive  me  fuch  ftrong  inftances  that  you  are  a  truly 
charitable  and  humane  gentleman,  1  humbly  make 
bold  to  lay  our  melancholy  cafe  before  you,  in 
hopes  that  you,  in  your  great  goodnefs,  will  oe 
pleafed  to  enable  me  to  recover  as  much  of  my 
cloaths,  as  will  enable  me  decently  to  go  of  doors 
in,  which  indeed,  good  Sir,  will  prevent  tne  im¬ 
mediate  ruin  of  the  moft  abj e£t,  the  moft  grate¬ 
ful  young  couple  under  the  canopy  of  heaven.  I 
fhail  hope  your  kind  anfwer,and  am  with  all  de¬ 
ference  and  refpeft, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

Chappie- ft reetjWeftminfter,  T.  Shortney. 
oppofite  the  Bluecoat- 
fciiool,  July  13,  1756* 


S  I  R, 

When  I  fpoke  to  you  Friday  noon  on  the  imme¬ 
diate  knowledge  of  the  cruel  injury  you  have  done 
me,  under  the  pretended  fan&ion  of  friendfhip,  I 
then  (God  help  me)  could  not  talk  coolly  to  you, 
as  indeed  how  could  I  ?  O  mifery,  mifery,  what 
have  you  expofed  me  to  ?  Or  can  you  ever  expe£t 
to  look  your  Maker  in  the  face? — Without  fay¬ 
ing  more,  for  I  cannot  now  dwell  upon  the  unhappy 
fubjeft,  if  you  will  immediately  enable  metodifpofe 
of  what  was  moft  dear  to  me,  that  you  cruel  man 
have  vilely  forced  from  my  arms,  fo  that  fhe  may 
not  become  an  open  fhame,  and  enable  me  to 
waft  myfelf  to  fome  foreign  ifle,  where  I  may 
ftruggle  through  the  remainder  of  my  life  with 
fome  peace,  for  here  I  can  never  have  any,  I  fhail 
be  fatisfied  to  let  the  unhappy  matter  be  buried  in 
oblivion  (this  you  know  you  ought  in  confcience 
to  do,  even  if  the  law  would  not  touch  you,  but 
you  will  find  it  can,  and  that  feverely  too)  but  if 
you  will  not,  and  that  immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  this,  I  do  allure  you,  you  fhail  be  profecuted 
to  theutmoft  rigour  of  the  law,  and  a  true  ftate  of 
the  cafe  made  public,  as  the  injury  done  me  of 
courfe  muft  be  ;  don’t  feed  yourielf  with  fancies 
that  you  may  laugh  at  the  poor  injured  man  be- 
caufe  of  his  diftrefles  in  life,  that  you  have  fo  vile¬ 
ly  taken  advantage  of;  no,  believe  me,  you  (han’t, 
you  will  find  I  fhail  have  powerful  friends  to  ftand 
by  me,  if  neceflary,  to  profecute  fo  unheard  of 
piece  of  villainy.  Be  difpofed  to  expend  what 
you  will  in  law,  you  will  find  that  the  juftneis 
of  my  caufe  will  weigh  you  down  and  expofe  your 
infamy,  and  the  world  will  pity  me. 

I  have  not  open’d  the  matter  to  any  one  as  yet, 
my  lawyer  will  be  in  town  this  evening,  t  ill  which 
time  I  fhail  beat  home,  and  if  you  have  'a  mind  to 
accommodate  the  matter  privately,  1  wih  fee  yen 
calmly,  provided  you  add  with  any  neceflary  pru¬ 
dence;  but,  by  all  that  is  heavenly,  if  you  furrer  me 
to  ftir  at  all,  nothing  can  or  fhail  prevent  my  going 
to  the  utmoft  length  to  do  myfeli  juftice.  I  will 
admit  of  no  folicitor  but  yourfelf;  I  value  my 
character,  though  in  diftreflfed  circumftances,  as 
much  as  any  man  under  heaven,  fo  that  if  this 
matter  is  the  leaft  expofed,  which  it  will  be  to¬ 
morrow  (unlefs  you  prevent  it  this  day )  I  will  never 
drop  it  till  i  have  the  fatisfa&ion  the  law  allows 

me ;  this  you  will  find  to  be  orthodox,  and  if  you 

chufe 
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chufe  to  find  it  neceflary  to  abfent  yourfelf,  you 
will  find  it  will  flick  to  you  as  clofeas  wax;  not- 
withftanding,  I  tell  you  once  more,  Sir,  that  I  will 
give  you  but  this  day  to  confider,  and  that  I  fhall 
be  at  home  till  evening. 

Monday  Mom.  ^T.ThokThev. 


profecution  to  be  very  iniquitous,  and  that  the  faid 
Terence  Shortney  had  proftituted  his  wife  to  fet 
up  the  faid  profecution,  and  to  try  to  get  a  fum 
of  money,  for  the  benefit  of  himfelf  and  her,  from 
the  prifoner,  and  that  the  jury  thought  the  faid 
Terence  Shortney  ought  to  be  taken  notice  of  for 
his  faid  mifbehaviour. 


Crcfs  Examination . 

Was  not  your  wife  very  frequently  in  the 
Park,  foliciting  alms? 

Anfiver.  No,  never;  our  circumftances  were 
very  poor,  1  very  frequently  fent  her  out,  in  or¬ 
der  to  get  nr  deaths  out  of  pawn,  and  to  get 
money  from  her  friends,  becaufe  I  was  in  fuch 
unhappy  circumftances. 

Q.  from  prifoner.  What  was  you  bred  to? 

Anfiver.  I  l'erved  my  apprenticefhip  to  a  mer¬ 
chant. 

Q -"fromprifener.  How  long  have  you  been 
from  Dublin? 

Anfwer.  I  believe  about  four  years. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  married? 

Anfwer.  Upwards  of  three  years. 

Qi  from  prifoner.  What  do  you  mean  by  the 
machine  at  the  New-bridge  ? 

Anfiver.  I  was  concerned  in  the  Dover  and  Can¬ 
terbury  machines,  that  came  there  about  two  years 
and  a  half  ago. 

Did  you  write  the  printed  cafe  produced  in 

court  ? 

Anfiver.  I  did. 

Can  you  fix  the  precife  number  of  times 
you  underftcod  your  wife  had  met  Mr.  Morris  ? 

Anfiver.  It  might  be  fifteen  or  twenty,  or  it 
might  be  a  great  many  more. 

How  long  after  the  13th  of  July  was  the 
fccond  letter  wrote  by  you? 

Anfiver.  It  was  a  great  difiance  of  time  after 
the  firft.  I  thought  him  my  friend  when  I  wrote 
the  firft;  it  was  a  day  or  two  after  I  charg’d  him 
with  the  faefi  in  the  Park. 

There  being  no  other  evidence  againft  the  pri¬ 
foner,  the  court  and  the  jury  thought  it  needlefs 
for  him  to  call  witnefies  to  his  character,  and  the 
jury  without  going  out  of  court  gave  their  ver- 
di£  that  the  prifoner  was  not  guilty ;  and  after  the 
finding  the  aforefaid  verdi£f,  the  foreman  of  the 
jury  told  the  court,  that  the  jury  apprehended  the 


After  the  faid  trial  was  over,  the  faid  Wells 
Egelfham  on  the  faid  Saturday,  the  faid  23d  of  this 
inftant  April,  again  appeared  herein  court,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  afore*named  order,  and  being  called 
upon  by  the  court,  produced  an  affidavit,  which 
was  read,  and  is  as  followeth. 

Wells  Egelfham,  of  Pater-nofter-row,  London, 
printer,  and  Robert  Spavan,  of  the  parifh  of  St. 
Clement  Danes,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  feve- 
rally  make  oath,  and  fay,  and  firft  this  deponent 
Weils  Egelfham  for  himfelf  faith,  that  on  Wednes¬ 
day  the  20th  day  of  April  inftant,  on  receiving  an 
order  of  the  honourable  court  of  general  feffions 
of  gaol  delivery  of  Newgate,  holden  for  the  city  of 
London  and  county  of  Middlefex,  at  Juftice-Hall 
in  the  Old- Bailey,  on  Wednefday  the  20th  day  of 
April,  1 757,  this  deponent  fent  the  other  deponent 
Robert  Spavan,  to  Mr.  John  Frip,  apothecary, 
named  in  the  advertiiement  fet  forth  in  the  faid 
order,  to  enquire  and  find  out  who  was  theauthor 
of  the  >faid  advertifement:  And  this  deponentRo- 
bert  Spavan  for  himfelf  faith,  that  he  accordingly 
went  to  the  faid  Mr.  Frip’s  houfein  Carey-ftreet, 
when  the  faid  Mr.  Frip’s  wife  informed  this  de¬ 
ponent,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Frip  her  hufband  was 
not  at  home,  and  that  he  was  not  the  author  of 
the  faid  advertifement,  but  that  one  Shortney  in 
Chapple-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  hufband  of  the  wo¬ 
man  mentioned  in  the  faid  advertifement,  was  the 
author  thereof.  And  both  thefe  deponents  fay, 
that  onThurfday  the  21ft  day  of  April  inft.  they 
went  to  the  faid  Mr.  Frip’s  houfe  in  Carey-ftreet 
aforefaid,  when  the  faid  Mr.  Frip’s  wife  told  thefe 
deponents,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Frip  her  hufband 
was  not  at  home,  and  that  the  faid  Shortney  was 
theauthor  of  the  faid  advertifement,  and  that  her 
faid  hufband  had  only  permitted  the  faid  Shortney 
to  make  ufe  of  his  name  to  receive  donations  as 
an  a£t  of  charity.  And  both  thefe  deponents 
further  fay,  that  they  thereupon  went  to  the  faid 
Shortney’s  lodgings  in  .Chapple-ftreet  aforefaid, 

where  thefe  deponents  faw  the  faid  Shortney’s 

r  ~  wife, 


[ 


I 


wife,  who  informed  thefe  deponents,  that  her  huf- 
band,  the  laid Shortney, was  notat  home,  but  that 
he  was  the  author  of  the  laid  adyertifement,  and 
that  {he  herfelf  was  the  woman  mentioned  and  de- 
fcribed  therein.  And  thefe  deponents  further  fay, 
that  they  thereupon  went  back  to  the  faid  Mr. 
Frip’s  houfe  in  Carey-ftreet  aforefaid,  where  they 
were  informed  that  he  was  at  a  public  houfe  in  the 
neighbourhood,  to  which  public  houfe  thefe  depo¬ 
nents  went,  and  found  the  faid  Mr.  Fl  ip  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  faid  Shortney,  when  the  faid  Short- 
nev  owned  to  thefe  deponents,  that  he  was  the 
author  of  the  faid  advertifement,and  that  he  him- 
fell  wrote  it  and  brought  it  to  be  printed  in  the 
news  paper  called  the  Public  Advertiler,  and  that 
his  name  was  Terence  Shortney,  or  to  that  effedt . 
And  this  deponent  Wells  Egelfham  laith,  that  the 
faid  advertifement  was  printed  in  the  faid  news  pa¬ 
per  through  inadvertency,  and  miflake,  as  fuppo- 
fed  to  be  only  a  common  begging  advertifement; 
and  this  deponent  is  heartily  lorry  for  the  offence 
given  thereby. 

W.  EGELSHAM, 

-  R*  SPAVAN. 

Sworn  the  23d  day  of  April, 

1 75  7,  at  the  Seffions  houfe 
in  the  Old  Bailey,  before 

MARSHE  DICKENSON,  Mayor. 

After  the  reading  of  thefe  affidavits,  the  faid 
Wells  Egeifham  expreffing  a  deep  fenfeof  the  hei¬ 
nous  nature  of  the  crime  which  he  had  been  drawn 
in  to  commit,  and  folemnly  engaging  tor  the  future 
to  take  effectual  care,  that  nothing  improper  fhould 

flip  or  be  put  into  any  paper  he  (hould  print - - 

The  court  feverely  reprimanded  him  tor  his  faid 
offence;  and  in  regard  to  the  tranknets  and  inge¬ 
nuity  of  his  difeovery  and  confeffiori,  did  not  think 
fit  to  proceed  any  further  again  ft  him  in  a  fum- 
mary  way  for  his  faid  contempt. 

The  faid  Terence  Shortney  was  then  called  up¬ 
on,  who  appeared  in  court,  and  owned  that  he  drew 
the  faid  advertifement  pOblifh’d  as  aforefaid  in  the 
faid  daily  papers,  and  that  the  draught  thereof 
brought  into  court  by  the  faid  Weils  E  gel  foam,  as 
aforefaid,  was  all  of  his,  the  faid  Terence  Short- 
ney’s,  own  hand- writing,  and  that  hedelivered  the 
faid  draught  to  the  faid  Wells  Egeifham,  to  be 
printed  in  the  faid  Public  Advertifer. 

Then  the  faid  John  F rip  being  called  upon,  ap- 
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.peared  in  court,  and  owned  that  before  the  faid 
advertifements  printed  as  aforefaid  were  carried  as 
aforefaid  by  the  faid  Terence  Shortney  to  be  print¬ 
ed,  the  faid  Terence  Shortney  called  upon  the 
faid  JohnFrip,  and  deflred  his  permiffion  to  fuffer 
the  name  of  the  faid  John  Frip  to  be  inferted  in 
the  faid  advertifements,  for  receiving  the  donations 
which  fhould  be  made  in  purfuance  of  fuch  adver¬ 
tifements,  and  that  he  the  faid  JohnFrip  confented 
thereto  as  an  a£t  of  charity,  without  any  appre- 
henfion  of  its  bad  tendency.  And  the  faid  Te¬ 
rence  Shortney  and  John  Frip  feverally  intreated 
the  court  to  forgive  them. 

The  faid  Mr.  Morris,  who  remained  in  court, 
apprehending  himfelf  much  aggrieved  by  the  in- 
fertion  of  the  faid  advertifements  in  the  faid  Pub¬ 
lic  Advertifer,  and  requefting  the  court  that  he  the 
faid  Mr.  Morris  might  beat  liberty,  and  have  leave 
of  the  court  to  profecute  the  faid  TerenceShortney 
and  John  Frip  at  his  own  expence,  for  their 
faid  offences,  the  court  thereupon  ordered  them  to 
be  feverally  profecuted  for  the  fame,  and  that  the 
faid  Mr.  Morns  fhould  enter  into  a  recognizance 
to  profecute  them  for  the  faid  offences,  at  the  n?xt 
Lffions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  gaol  delivery 
which  fhall  be  holden  for  the  faid  city  of  London 
and  county  of  Middlefcx,  and  the  faid  Mr.  Morris 
thereupon  in  open  court  entered  into  fuch  recogni¬ 
zance;  and  the  court  then  further  ordered  that  the 
faid  Terence  Shortney  and  John  Frip  fhould  find 
fufficient  fureties  for  their  appearance  at  the  faid 
next  feffions,  to  anfwer  for  their  faid  mifbehaviour ; 
and  that  until  they  fhould  find  fuch  fureties,  they 
fhould  feverally  Hand  committed  to  his  majefty’s 
gaol  of  Newgate. 

Before  tlie  riling  of  the  court  the  faid  JohnFrip 
found  bail  to  the  fatisfafiion  of  the  court,  for  his 
appearance  at  the  faid  next  feffions,  to  anfwer 
his  laid  contempt  and  mifbehaviour,  and  was 
di {charged  out  of  the  cuftody  of  the  gaoler  of 
Newgate. 

But  the  faid  TerenceShortney  acquainting  the 
court  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  at  prefen t  to 
find  any  bail  for  his  appearance  at  the  laid  next 
feffions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  gaol  delivery, 
to  anfwer  his  faid  contempt,  he  was  ordered  to 
remain  in  the  cuftody  of  the  gaoler  of  his  majefty’s 
faid  gaol  of  Newgate,  until  he  fhould  find  fufficient 
fureties  for  his  appearance  at  the  faid  next  feffions, 
to  anfwer  for  his  faid  mifbehaviour, in  writing  and 

caufing 
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caufing  to  be  printed,  in  the  Public  Advertifer  as 
aforefaid,  the  faid  fcandalous  and  malicious  adver¬ 
tisements,  tending  to  prejudice  a  queft ion  depend¬ 
ing  in  this  court,  on  a  criminal  profecutionagainft 
the  faid  Mr.  Morris,  and  to  raife  money  unlaw¬ 
fully  for  carrying  on  fuch  profecution,  and  to  the 
perverfionof  the  public  juftice  of  this  kingdom. 


fpinfter,  was  indi&ed  for 
Healing  on  the  i  ith  of  March,  1757,  ten  yards- 
of  filk  lace,  called  blond-lace,  value  1 5s.  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  Henry  Dean  and  John  Potinger. 

Walter  Pojl .  I  live  with  Meflieurs  Dean  and 
Potinger. 

Q.  In  what  capacity? 

Pojl.  I  ferve  them  as  fhopman;  on  the  nth 
of  March  laft,  about  five  or  fix  in  the  evening,  the 
prifoner  came  into  the  profecutors  (hop  and  afked 
me  to  (hew  her  fome  blond-lace,  and  I  thereupon 
handed  the  drawer  of  blond-lace  before  her,  and 
Ihe  handled  feveral  pieces  of  lace  which  were  in 
the  drawer.  < 

Qi  In  what  manner  were  the  pieces  done  up? 

Pojl,  They  were  rolled  upon  a  card,  and  the 
prifoner  afked  me  the  price  of  feveral  of  the  laces, 
and  took  fome  of  them  out  of  the  drawer,  and 
looked  at  them,  fometimes  at  one,  and  fometimes 
at  another  in  each  hand,  and  I  told  her  the  prices 
of  feveral  of  them ;  fhe  did  not  buy  any,  but  con¬ 
vey’d  out  of  the  drawer  two  cards  or  pieces  of  lace 
that  were  therein,  and'I  believe  fhe  had  one  piece 
of  lace  in  her  left  hand,  when  fhe  took  the  other 
two  out  of  the  drawer  with  her  right  hand ;  fhe  laid 
the  pieces  of  lace  fhe  took  out  of  the  drawer  on 
the  counter  betwixt  the  drawer  and  herfelf. 

CX  How  far  was  the  drawer  from  the  edge  of 
the  counter? 

Pojl.  I  believe  it  might  be  about  a  foot;  after 
that  fhe  bent  herfelf  as  it  were  forward  over  the 
counter  towards  the  drawer,  and  took  hold  on  the 
drawer  and  drew  it  nearer  to  her,  and  then  fhe 
brought  up  with  her  right  hand  one  of  thofe  cards 
of  lace,  which  fhe  had  laid  on  the  counter,  and 
conveyed  it  under  her  cardinal. 

Did  fhe  continue  in  that  fame  poflure,  or 
alter  her  oofition  ? 

M. 

Pojl.  She  was  bending  then,  and  fhe  bent  up 
again  and  looked  me  in  the  face,  fearing  (as  I  ima¬ 


gined)  that  I  faw  her;  fhe  then  bent  herfelf  over 
the  counter  again,  and  pulled  back  her  cardinal 
with  her  left  hand,  and  then  drew  the  piece  of 
lace  out  with  her  right  from  under  her  cardinal, 
and  laid  it  on  the  counter  again  betwixt  herfelf 
and  the  drawer,  from  whence  fhe  had  before  taken 
it. 

Q*  What  did  fhe  fay? 

Pojl.  She  faid  nothing  to  me.  After  that  fhe 
put  her  hand  in  the  drawer  and  examined  feveral 
pieces  that-were  there,  and'pafled  fome  time  away, 
but  never  offered  to  buy  any  laces  that  were  in  the 
drawer,  and  only  afked  the  price  of  fome  fhe  had 
examined;  I  told  her  the  price;  then  fhe  bent  her¬ 
felf  over  the  counter  again,  and  took  with  her  right 
hand  the  fame  piece  of  lace  as  fhe  had  before  put 
down,  and  carried  it  with  a  quick  motion  under 
her  cardinal,  and  put  it  as  it  were  under  her  arm, 
and  held  it  with  her  arm,  and  then  fhe  put  her 
hand  directly  into  the  drawer,  and  taking  hold  of 
the  firfl  piece  of  lace  that  lay  uppermoft,  fhe  took 
it  out  and  afked  the  price  of  it. 

Q.  Was  that  the  fame  drawer? 

Pojl.  The  fame  drawer.  I  told  her  the  price 
was  iix-pence  half-penny  a  yard ;  fhe  then  delired 
me  to  cut  her  off  a  yard,  which  I  did  ;  fhe  then 
afked  me  for  fome  flriped  ribbons. 

Q.  Was  this  at  the  fame  time  ? 

Pojl.  This  was  diredtly  following  it.  I  leaned 
back  into  the  window,  and  took  the  firft  piece  of 
ribbon  thereout  of  the  window  and  (hewed  it  her  ; 
fhe  defiredmeto  cut  off  a  yard  without  afking  the 
price  of  it.  I  did,  and  folded  up  the  yard  of  blond- 
lace  and  the  yar.4  of  ribbon  together  in  one  paper, 
and  gave  them  into  her  hand ;  then  fhe  defired  to 
know  what  there  was  to  pay.  Ftold  her  twelve- 
pence  half-penny,  that  was  fix- pence  half-penny 
for  the  yard  of  blond  lace,  and  fix-pence  the  rib¬ 
bon  ;  fhe  paid  me  the  fame,  and  then  went  out 
of  the  fhop,  and  as  foon  as  fhe  was  gone  out  at  the 
door  I  call’d  to  John  Mortimore  and  Godfrey 
Major  ;  John  Mortimore  is  my  maflers  rider,  and 
was  talking  to  the  faid  Mr.  Major  backwards  in 
the  fhop. 

Q.  What  is  Major  ? 

Pojl.  He  is  a  furrier  of  whom  we  buy  muffs, 
and  I  defired  him  to  ftep  forward  immediately, 
and  told  them  what  had  happened,  and  directly 
jumped,  over  the  counter,  followed  the  prifoner, 
and  overtook  her  about  five  doors  from  my  maf- 
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ters,  and  got  her  back  into  my  matters  (hop,  by 
telling  her  (he  had  left  fomething  in  the  {hop ;  and 
as  foon  as  I  got  her  into  the  (hop,  1  directly  faid 
to  Mortimore,  I  charge  this  lady  with  taking  a 
piece  of  lace ;  {he  direCtly  faid  to  me.  Me  with 
a  piece  of  lace ,  I  have  not  got  any  fuch  things  neither 
do  I  know  any  thing  about  it .  I  directly  faid  you 
have,  and  there  is  no  occafion  for  you  to  deny  it, 
for  the  lace  you  have  got;  and  then  I  turn’d  back 
her  cardinal,  and  found  the  lace  held  between  her 
body  and  her  arm,  ( produced  in  courts  the  card  of 
lace  fo  took  from  her)  and  he  defcribed  the  manner 
in  which  foe  held  it ,  putting  his  left  hand  clofe 
to  his  body ,  and  ficking  the  lower  part  of  the  lace 
between  his  arm  and  body ,  and  depofed,  that  he  took 
the  lace  himfelf  on  the  prifoner,  and  from  between 
her  body  and  arm  under  her  cardinal,  and  gave  it 
to  the  faid  John  Mortimore. 

CX  Were  there  any  things  befides  under  her 
arm  ? 

Pojh  No,  there  were  not. 

Where  did  {he  put  the  paper  with  the  lace 
and  ribbon  (he  bought  of  you  ? 

Poft,  I  cannot  be  pofitivewhere  (he  put  it,  but 
I  imagine  (he  put  that  in  her  pocket. 

CX  What  quantity  is  there  of  the  lace  on  the 
card  you  took  from  her? 

Pojl.  There  are  ten  yards., 

Q.  What  is  the  length  of  the  card  ? 

Pojl.  I  believe  it  is  about  five  inches  long. 

o,  Was  it  of  that  fame  fort  of  lace  that  fhe 
bought  ?  , 

Pojl.  No, of  a  different  laceabout  half  inch  wide, 
like  zvhat  he  produced  in  court ,  and  the  lace  which 
the  prifoner  took  was  about  an  inch  and  three 
quarters  wide. 

What  is  that  lace  worth  that  you  charge  the 
prifoner  with  taking? 

Pojl.  It  is  worth  about  two  {hillings  per  yard 
to  any  (hop-keeper  in  London.  John  Mortimore 
carried  the  lace  up  to  Mr.  Dean,  and  whep  he 
came  down  and  the  cafe  was  told  to  him,  he  font 
for  a  conftable,  and  charged  theconttable  with  the 
prifoner,  and  I  left  them  and  went  forward  to  fe- 
cure  the  box  of  lace  that  I  had  left  upon  the  coun¬ 
ter,  and  likewife  the  other  card,  that  the  prifoner 
had  moved  from  the  drawer,  and  laid  on  the  coun¬ 
ter,  and  then  I  left  Mr.  Dean  and  the  prifoner 
talking  together. 


Crofs  Examination . 

Q.  What  did  the  prifoner  afk  for  at  firft  com¬ 
ing  into  the  {hop? 

Pojl.  She  afked  for  blond-lace. 

Q.  How  many  pieces  might  there  be  in  the 
drawer  ? 

Pojl.  I  believe  there  might  be  between  ten  and 
twenty  cards. 

Q.  Is  this  a  whole  piece,  and  what  is  the  length  ? 

Pojl.  I  believe  it  is,  the  pieces  don’t  run  in  par¬ 
ticular  lengths,  fometimes  they  contain  more, 
fometimes  lefs;  I  believe  there  was  none  cut  off 
the  card,  but  it  was  as  my  matters  bought  it., 

Q \  Was  the  end  of  it  fo  as  it  is  now  ? 

Pojl.  I  believe  it  came  to  my  matters  fo  as  this 
is. 

Q.  Was  there  any  lace  in  that  drawer  of  larger 
quantities  than  this? 

Pojl.  I  can’t  juttly  fay  whether  there  was  or 
not;  I  believe  there  was  fome  of  this  narrow  lace 
that  ran  longer  in  length,  and  it  might  be  more  in 
bulk. 

Q.  Did  you  obferve  the  prifoner  had  any  other 
parcel  with  her  when  fhe  came  into  the  {hop  ? 

Pojl.  Not  that  I  faw. 

Council.  You  fay  you  imagine  the  perfon  might 
think  you  faw  her  take  the  lace,  and  then  fhe 
prefently  afterwards  laid  it  down  and  took  it  up 
again  ? 

Pojl.  I  do  fo,  and  that  when  {lie  faw  I  took  no 
manner  of  notice  of  her  firft  motion,  {he  ventur’d 
to  take  thefecond  refolution. 

Council.  Then  you  imagine  {he  faw  herfelf  de¬ 
tected  in  the  firft  attempt,  and  after  that  took  it 
up  a  fecond  time? 

Pojl .  To  be  fure  I  do  imagine  {he  thought  I 
faw  her,  or  {he  would  not  have  laid  it  down 

again.  ' 

Defcribe  the  manner  of  the  firft  taking. 

Pojl..  The  firft  was  done  with  a  fort  of  a  Aide, 
and  thefecond  with  a  fudden  jirk. 

Q.  In  what  pofition  was  you  at  the  time  ? 

Pojl.  I  was  right  before  her  all  the  time. 

CX  How  did  {he  put  it  down  again  ? 

Pojl.  She  drew  her  cardinal  back  with  her  left 
hand,  and  Aid  the  card  of  lace  on  the  counter  with 
her  right,  and  after  {lie  had  examined  feveral  other 
cards  of  lace,  then  fhe  put  her  right  hand  by  the 
fide  of  the  drawer,  and  took  the  card  of  lace  up 

agaif 


\ 


I 


C  *5  3 


again  with  a  fudden  jirk,  and  put  it  under  her 
cardinal. 

Q.  How  wide  is  your  counter  ? 

PoJl.  It  is  about  a  yard  wide. 

Council.  When  you  called  her  back,  {he  came 
you  fay  very  readily  ? 

PoJl.  She  did  fo. 

Q.  What  was  done  upon  that  ? 

PoJl.  I  immediately  charged  her  with  having 
the  piece  of  lace. 

Q.  How  far  had  you  followed  her  ? 

PoJl.  About  five  doors  from  ours, 

CL  Where  is  your  (hop  ? 

PoJl.  It  is  in  Cheapfide. 

Q.  Did  you  go  before  her  to  your  fhop? 

PoJl .  No,  I  kept  behind  her,  fearing  {he  {hould 
drop  the  lace. 

CL  Did  (he  hold  the  lace  in  her  hand  ? 

PoJl .  No,  the  lace  was  not  in  her  hand. 

CL  Have  you  always  given  the  fame  account  of 
this  as  now  ? 

PoJl.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  never  a  doubt  whether  you  took 
the  lace  from  out  of  her  hand,  or  from  under  her 
arm  ? 

PoJl.  No,  I  never  had  any  doubt  about  it,  I 
was  always  very  pofitive  that  I  took  it  from  under 
her  arm. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  you  was  before  the 
Lord- mayor  ? 

PoJl.  Yes,  very  well. 

ChDid  you  then  exprefs  any  doubt  whether  you 
took  it  out  of  her  hand  or  from  under  her  arm  ? 

PoJl.  No,  I  never  was  in  any  doubt  at  all  about 
it ;  when  the  prifoner  was  afked  by  theLord-mayor 
what  (he  had  to  fay  for  herfelf,  her  anfwer  was, 
that  the  lace  was  in  her  hand.  I  diredlly  con¬ 
tradicted  her,  and  faid  it  was  underneath  her  car¬ 
dinal.  I  was  afked  by  fome  gentlemen  there,  whe¬ 
ther  her  hand  was  under  her  cardinal  or  not.  I  faid 
I  was  not  pofitive  to  that. 

CL  Was  you  never  afked  the  queflion, whether 
you  took  the  lace  out  of  her  hand  or  not  ? 

PoJl.  I  was  never  afked  that,  or  at  leaf!:  I  did 
not  underftand  it  fo. 

Ch  When  {lie  came  into  the  {hop  again  with 
yOu,  and  before  you  took  the  card  from  her,  what 
did  fhe  fay  ? 

PoJl.  She  denied  having  it,  faying  {he  had  not 
got  it,  and  knew  nothing  of  it. 


Q.  After  this  did  {he  tell  you  who  {he  was,  or 
defire  to  fend  for  any  acquaintance, or  whether  {he 
had  not  been  buying  things  at  another  {hop  ? 

PoJl.  I  believe  {he  did,  but  cannot  pofitively  fay; 
I  have  heard  fhe  mentioned  fomething  of  that  kind 
to  Mr.  Dean  when  I  was  not  in  the  fore  {hop. 

CL  Did  not  {he  fay  {he  dined  with  Mr.  Belchier  ? 

PoJl.  I  believe  {he  did. 

CL  Was  her  requeft  of  fending  for  any  ac¬ 
quaintance  abfolutely  denied  her.  ' 

PoJl.  I  can’t  fay  that  it  was  abfolutely  denied  her. 
I  did  not  hear  what  anfwer  Mr.  Dean  gave, her. 

CL  Do  you  remember  Mrs.  Dean  and  her 
daughter  coming  down  flairs  ? 

PoJl .  I  remember  Mrs.  Dean’s  coming  down, 
but  as  for  a  daughter  fhe  has  none. 

Q.  Can  you  fwear  you  did  not  hear  Mr.  Dean 
deny  her  fending  for  any  perfon  living? 

PoJl.  I  can,  I  did  not. 

CL  Who  was  in  the  fhop  at  the  time? 

PoJl.  Mr;  Mortimore  and  Godfrey  Major. 

Q.  Were  any  perfons  feat  for  ? 

PoJl .  I  believe  none  were  fent  for,  but  the  per¬ 
fon  was  immediately  taken  to  the  Manlion-houfe 
to  be  examined  before  the  Lord-Mayor. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  faying  you  cannot 
fay  {he  was  pofitively  refufed  fending  for  any  of 
her  friends  ? 

PoJl.  I  can’t  be  pofitive  what  anfwer  Mr.  Dean 
made  her. 

CL  What  did  fhe  fay  before  the  Lord- mayor? 

PoJl.  She  only  faid  fhe  had  the  lace  in  her  hand.. 

CL  Did  fhe  give  no  account  how  £he  came  to 
have  it  in  her  hand  ? 

PoJl.  No.  ' 

J ohn Mortimore.  I  live  with  Mefiieurs  Dean  and 
Potinger,  I  am  employed  principally  as  their  rider. 

I  was  in  the  back  part  of  their  {hop  on  the  i  ith 
oHall  month,  a  little  after  five  in  the  afternoon, 
talking  to  Godfrey  Major.  I  heard  Mr.  Poll  fay, 
Mr.  Mortimore,  pray  flep  forward  here,  for  there 
is  a  thief.  I  came  to  the  door  and  look’d  out,  and 
faw  Mr.  Poll  fpeak  to  the  lady,  the  prifoner,.  and 
fhe  turn’d  round,  and  he  follow’d  her  verv  clofe; 
when  they  came  into  the  {hop,  he  faid,Mr.  Mor¬ 
timore,  this  lady  has  ftolen  acard  of  blond-lace,  on 
which  fhe  faid,  I  have  no  lace  I’ll  afiure  you;  he 
faid  don’t  deny  it.  Madam,  for  you  have  it,  then 
he  drew  back  her  cardinal,  and  there  I  faw  the 
card  of  blond-lace  {licking  between,  her  arm  and 

her 
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her  body  *,  he  took  it  from  her  and  looked  at  it, 
and  gave  it  to  me  ;  then  I  looked  at  it,  and  faw  it 
mark’d  with  my  mailer’s  private  mark,  and  the 
maker’s  name,  T.  E.  or  W.  E.  and  it  contained 
ten  yards.  I  afked  her  how  (lie  came  to  take  the 
lace,  (he  faid  fhe  did  not  intend  to  take  it.  I  faid 
I  would  carry  it  up  flairs  to  Mr.  Dean,  who  would 
certainly  fend  for  a  conftable ;  on  which  fhe  follow¬ 
ed  me  to  the  bottom  of  the  flairs,  and  faid  pray 
Sir  don’t,  eonfider  me,  I  never  will  offend  in  this 
way  again.  I  afterwards .  went  up  flairs  to  Mr. 
Dean  and  told  him  the  affair, who  camedownalong 
with  me  and  ordered  me  to  go  for  a  conftable.  I 
went  to  the  Nag’s -head  tavern  where  the  porters 
are,  for  Mr.  King,  a  porter,  to  go  for  one,  and 
came  back  and  ftaid  at  the  fhop  till  the  beadle  of 
the  ward  came  and  took  her  into  his  cuftody,  in 
order  to  carry  her  before  the  Lord  mayor,  but  I 

did  not  go  with  them  to  the  Manfion-houfe. 

% 

Crofs  Examination. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  liv’d  with  the  profecu- 
tors  ? 

Mortimore .  I  have  liv’d  with  them  from  the 
30th  of  laft  June. 

Q.  What  did  the  prifoner  fay  when  you  men¬ 
tioned  fending  for  a  conftable  ? 

Mortimore .  She  faid  fhe  never  would  offend  in 
this  way  again. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  Mr.  Dean  came 
down,  whether  fhe  wanted  to  fend  for  any  of  her 
friends  ? 

Mortimore.  I  do,  fhe  defired  Mr.  Dean  would 
fend  for  Mr.  Ironfide  or  Mr.  Belchier,  and  fhe 
mentioned  feme  friends,  but  I  can’t  remember  who. 
He  told  her  he  would  not,  but  as  the  thing  was 
fo  clear  on  her,  he  would  carry  her  before  the 
Lord-mayor,  and  fhe  might  fend  there  for  whom 
fhe  would. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  thing  of  Mrs.  Dean 
and  another  lady  coming  down  flairs? 

Mortimore .  I  do. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Dean  fay  to  them  ? 

Mortimore.  The  prifoner  defired  they  would 
petition  for  her,  and  fhe  never  would  do  fo  again  ; 
the  ladies  did  compaffionate  her,  and  Mr.  Dean 
faid  to  them,  it  is  my  bufinefs  to  look  after  this 
matter,  and  fent  them  up  flairs. 

IVilliam  King.  I  am  a  porter.  On  the  nth  of 
laft  month  I  was  fent  for  by  the  laft  witnefs  to  call 
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a  conftable,  I  went  and  brought  one  to  Mr.  Dean’* 
fhop  ;  there  was  that  lady  (pointing  to  the  prifoner) 
there,  and  I  heard  her  fay  to  Mr.  Dean,  pray  Sir, 

I  beg  you  would  forgive  me,  for  I  never  did  fuch 
a  thing  before  in  my  life. 

Humphry  Ralph.  I  am  about  16  years  of  age.  I 
live  with  Meff.  Dean  and  Potinger,and  I  was  in  the 
fhop  on  the  1 1  th  of  March,  but  not  when  the  lady 
was  detected  ;  I  came  in  afterwards,  there  were 
Mr.Dean,  Mr. Mortimore, Mr.  Major,  Mrs.Dean, 
and  the  ladies  that  were  vifiting  at  Mr.  Dean’s 
there,  and  Mr.  Dean  defired  I  would  go  for  a  con¬ 
ftable,  and  as  I  was  going  out  the  lady,  the  prifo¬ 
ner,  beg’d  file  might  be  forgiven,  and  faid  fhe  ne¬ 
ver  did  fuch  a  thing  before,  and  this  fhe  fpokefe- 
veral  times. 

Ch  What  were  the  words  (he  made  ufe  off' 

Ralph.  She  beg’d  he  would  havecompaflionon 
her,  and  not  fend  her  away,  and  faid  fhe  never 
did  fuch  a  thing  before. 

Crofs  Examination . 

Did  you  hear  her  fay  fhe  had  taken  the  card 
of  lace  by  a  miftake,  before  you  heard  her  fay 
thofe  words? 

Ralph.  1  came  in  almoft  when  fhe  was  going 
to  be  fent  away  ;  after  fhe  was  committed  to  the 
conftable  I  heard  her  fay  fhe  had  other  things,  and 
took  it  amongft  them;  but  not  at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  it  faid  by  Mr.  Dean  or  Mr. 
Potinger,  that  fhe  had  faid  fhe  had  taken  it  by 
miftake,  as  foon  as  fhe  was  charged  with  it? 

Ralph .  I  have  heard  it  has  been  given  out  fo, 
after  fhe  was  charged  with  ftealing  it;  but  I  did 
not  hear  her  fay  fo, 

t  ■ 

Pr  if  oner’s  defence . 

I  am  intirely  innocent  of  any  intention  of  fteal¬ 
ing.  IdinedatMr.Belchier’sthatday,  from  whence 
I  went  toMr .  Piggot’s,and  bought  a  pair  ofgloves  for 
a  lady ;  from  thence  I  went  to  the  profecutoPs  fhop, 
and  bought  a  yard  of  ribbon  for  my  felf,  and  a  yard 
of  blond- lace,  which  I  paid  for  ;  there  lay  a  great 
many  pieces  of  lace  upon  the  counter,  and  in  ta¬ 
king  up  my  things  I  took  up  the  lace,  for  which  I 
am  profecuted,  inadvertently,  and  went  out  of  the 
fhop.  I  had  not  gone  far  before  a  man  came 
and  faid  I  had  left  fomething  behind  me  in  the  fhop, 
and  thereupon  I  went  back  and  afked  what  it  was ; 
then  he  dire&ly  took  the  blond-lace  out  of  my 

hand. 
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hand,  and  charged  me  with  having  ftolen  it.  It 
never  was  under  my  arm.  I  beg’d  he  would  let 
me  fend  for  my  friends,  and  they  would  teftify  to 
him  who  and  what  I  was.  This  they  would  not 
permit,  and  I  applied  to  a  couple  of  ladies,  which 
I  have  heard  fince  were  Mrs.  Dean  and  her  fitter, 
and  beg’d  of  them  to  afk  Mr.  Dean  to  do  it ;  he 
laid  nothing  ftiould  prevail  upon  him ;  then  I  beg’d 
of  him  to  fend  for  Mr.  Piggot ;  they  faid  they 
would  fend  for  nobody,  but  charged  a  conftable 
with  me,  and  carried  me  to  the  Manfion-Houfe, 
where  my  Lord- mayor  not  being  at  home,  they 
carried  me  to  Wood-ftreet  Compter.  I  had  three 
other  little  parcels  with  me,  a  pair  of  gloves,  a 
yard  of  ribbon,  and  a  yard  of  blond  lace,  which 
were  produced  by  her  in  court . 

Q.  to  Poji.  Had  the  prifoner  two  or  three  little 
parcels  in  her  hand,  which  {he  l&id  on  the  counter 
while  (he  was  looking  at  the  drawer  of  lace,  that 
fhe  had  bought  fome- where  elfe  ? 

Poji.  I  did  not  fee  one  parcel  ;  I  am  pofitive 
there  was  not  one  lying  on  the  counter. 

Q.  When  you  took  her  back  had  fhe  any  par¬ 
cel  in  her  hand  ? 

Poji.  No ;  1  faw  no  parcel  {he  had,  during  the 
whole  time. 

Q.  W hen  you  brought  h«r  back,  did  fhe  fay  {he 
took  it  inadvertently  ? 

Poji.  She  faid  {he  did  not  know  that  {he  had  it. 

Q .from  a  juryman .  Might  not  the  drawer  be  fo 
high,  between  you  and  her,  that  jt  might  cover  a 
little  parcel  from  your  fight  ? 

Poji.  I  am  pofitive  that  I  faw  no  parcel,  and 
that  there  was  none  put  by  her  on  the  counter.  I 
faw  the  two  pieces  of  lace  that  lay  down  between 
the  drawer  and  herfelf,  and  if  there  had  been  the 
leaft  parcel  befides,  I  muft  have  feen  it. 

Ch  How  deep  is  the  drawer? 

Poji .  I  believe  it  not  quite  a  foot  deep,  but 
near  it. 

For  the  Prifoner. 

William  Hodges.  I  live  with  Mr.  Piggot,  a  ha- 
berdafher.  He  lives  about  a  dozen  or  fourteen 
doors  from  Meff.  Dean  and  Potinger.  I  remem¬ 
ber  the  prifoner  coming  to  our  {hop  on  a  Friday 
in  the  afternoon,  about  five  o’clock ;  I  don’t  know 
the  day  of  the  month. 

Q.  Was  it  the  day  you  heard  Mr.  Potinger  loft 
fome  blond  lace  ? 


Hodges . '  It  was  the  fame  day  j  file  bought  a 
pair  of  gloves,  coft  1 3  d. 

Q,  Look  at  thefe  (which  were  produced )  are 
thefe  the  gloves  {he  bought  ? 

Hodges.  This  is  the  fort  of  leather.  I  matched 
them  to  a  pattern  glove. 

How  were  they  folded  when  fhe  took  them 
away  ? 

Hodges.  Juft  as  they  are  now  ( doubling  them  to¬ 
gether.)  She  afked  for  fome  blond  lace.  I  told  her 
it  was  on  the  other  fide,  but  fne  faid  none  would 
fuit  her.  A  gentleman’s  fervant  came  in  to  buy  a 
pair  of  gloves  for  a  lady,  and  I  went  backwards. 

(T  Do  you  recollect  any  thing  of  her  buying 
any  ribbon  ? 

Hodges .  No. 

To  her  Character. 

William  Belchier ,  Efqj  I  remember  her  being 
before  the  Lord-mayor  in  the  evening,  when 
fhe  was  fetch’d  from  the  Compter,  and  what  path 
there.  There  was  the  witnefs  Poft  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  afked  by 
any  body,  whether  this  blond  lace  was  taken  from 
under  her  arm? 

Belchier.  I  particularly  afk’d  him  that  queftion 
myfelf,  and  I’ll  give  the  reafon  why  I  did  afk  him. 
This  young  lady  I  have  known  I  believe  eighteen 
years.  I  had  and  have  ftill  a  great  regard  for  her 
family.  I  was  at  the  Pope's -Head  Tavern  that 
evening,  where  Mr.  Ironlide  came  to  me,  and 
faid  I  am  come  to  tell  you  of  a  very  odd  affair. 
Mifs  Hannah  Philips  is  in  the  Compter,  fhe  has 
been  at  a  haberdalher’s,  'and  has  bought  fome  rib¬ 
bon  and  a  little  piece  of  lace,  and  through  a  mif- 
take  {he  has  taken  away  a  piece  that  {lie  did  not 
buy,  and  they  have  charged  a  conftable  with  her 
and  fent  her  to  the  Compter.  I  delired  him  to  go 
to  Meflieurs  Dean  and  Potinger,  and  give  my  fer- 
vice,  and  tell  them  if  they  would  be  fo  kind  as  to 
releafe  her  from  the  Compter,  I  would  be  an- 
fwerable  for  her  appearing  before  any  magiftrate  ; 
he  brought  me  word  back  they  could  not  do  it ; 
then  I  fent  to  the  Lord- Mayor,  and  defired  he 
would  be  fo  good  as  to  fend  for  her  from  the 
Compter,  and  hear  what  {lie  was  charged  with 
that*  night,  which  heccmply’d  with., I  was  there 
when  fhe  was  examined  before  the  Lord-mayor, 
and  heard  her  fay,  fhecarry’d  a  piece  of  lace  out  ia 
her  hand  which  ihe  did  not  pay  for,  and  I  particu- 
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larly  afked  the  firft  witnefs  who  was  examined, 
whether  he  found  it  in  her  hand  01  not,  to  fatisfy 
indeed  my  own  mind,  Decaule  it  I  thought  her  the 
leaft  crUihy,  I  would  not  have  appeared  here  on  her 
behalf.  I  faid  arc  you  fure  where  you  took  this 
piece  of  lace  from' her,  he  faid  from  under  her 
cardinal;  I  afk’d  was  it  in  her  hand  or  not,  he 
ftop’d  ;  then  I  afk’d  him  was  it  under  her  cardinal 
or  not,  it  was;  did  you  take  it  from  out  of  her 
hand  or  not,  he  faid  I  can’t  tell  upon  my  word, 
whether  it  was  or  not.  I  then  went  away  fatisfied 
that  her  own  flory  might  be  true.  I  have  known 
her  from  a  fmall  infant. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  her  ? 

Belchier.  I  believe  none  can  exceed  her  as  to  her 
integrity  and  honefly,  and  as  toother  things  I  be¬ 
lieve  fhe  is  very  carelefs  and  negligent.  I  never 
had  any  reafon  to  doubt  her  honefly. 

QiDo  you  think  her  capable  of  robbing  people 
in  the  manner  fhe  has  been  charged  ? 

Belchier .  I  do  not,  and  from  all  the  conven¬ 
tion  I  have  had  with  Meffieurs  Dean  and  Potin- 
ger,  I  could  never  bring  any  thing  to  my  mind 
to  induce  me  to  believe  that  fhe  is  guilty  of  what 
fhe  is  charged  with. 

Crofs  Examination . 

Q.  Did  you  hear  all  the  evidence  given  before 
the  Lord- mayor  ? 

Belchier.  I  heard  part  of  it,  but  not,  all.  She 
did  infill  before  his  Lordfhip  that  fhe  had  taken 

it  thro’  inadvertency. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  all  Poll’s  evidence  there  ? 

Belchier.  I  did  not,  her  excufe  there  was,  that 
file  laid,  God  blefs  me,  I  have  got  it,  and  I 
did  not  know  I  took  it. 

Mr.  Edward  Ironfide.  I  was  before  the  Lord- 
mayor,  and  heard  the  prifoner  fay,  that  when  fhe 
went  into  the  fhop,  fhe  had  taken  up  a  piece  of 
blond  lace  by  accident,  or  thro’  inadvertency. 

How  long  have  you  known  her  ? 

Ironfide.  I  believe  I  have  known  her  ten  or 
twelve  years. 

Ch  What  is  her  general  chara&er  ? 

Ironfide.  She  has  always  bore  the  character  of  a 
very  honefl  fober  girl,  and  from  the  character  that 
ihe  has  borne,  and  from  her  behaviour  that  I  have 
known,  I  do  not  think  her  capable  of  committing 
the  fa&  laid  to  her  charge.  I  am  fo  far  fatisfied 
with, her  honefly,  that  I  can’t  think  fhe  did  this 


with  intent  to  defraud.  I  heard  Mr.  Belchier  afk 
Mr.  Poll  the  queftion,  whether  the  prifoner  had 
the  lace  in  her  hand,  or  whether  it  was  conceal’d 
under  her  arm,  and  he  faid  he  could  not  tell  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  or  was  not,  that  was  his  anfwer ;  he 
faid  it  was  under  her  cardinal. 

Richard  Neve.  I  am  a  haberdafher. 

Have  not  you  known  miflakes  often  hap¬ 
pen  in  people's  taking  things  that  did  not  belong 
to  them,  and  carrying  them  away? 

Neve.  I  have  had  two  inflances  of  it,  one 
within  thefe  three  months;  one  was  a  lady  came 
into  my  fhop  and  wanted  a  pair  of  filk  mittins,  I 
took  fome  out  of  a  drawer  and  fhew’d  her.  I 
believe  there  might  be  feven  or  eight  pair  on  the 
counter.  She  afked  me  the  price  of  a  pair.  I  fitted 
them  on,  and  told  her  the  price  was  four  {hillings 
or  four  and  fix-pence;  fhe  laid,  can’t  you  take  no 
lefs,  and  paid  me  for  them,  and  took  them  away. 
I  thought  fhe  had  taken  no  more  ;  fhe  return’d  in 
about  an  hour  after,  I  was  in  the  fhop,  and  faid. 
Sir,  I  have  made  a  very  great  miflake,  you  re¬ 
member  l  was  here  to  buy  a  pair  of  mittins,  and  I 
have  got  two  pair  inflead  of  one,  and  delivered 
one  of  them  to  me  again. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  the  prifoner  ? 

Neve .  I  have  known  her  I  believe  feventeen  or 
eighteen  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  her? 

Neve.  My  opinion  is  that  fhe  never  could  be  in¬ 
tentionally  guilty  of  the  thing  laid  to  her  charge. 

Has  fhe  bought  things  of  you  ?  * 

Neve.  She  has. 

Col.  Colli  ton.  I  have  known  the  prifoner  from 
a  child. 

Qv  In  what  manner  has  fhe  behaved? 

Colliton*  With  great  honefly  and  integrity? 

Q.  Do  you  think  fhe  is  capable  of  doing  fuch 
an  act  as  is  laid  to  her  charge  ? 

Colliton.  I  don’t  think  fhe  is. 

Captain  Befi.  1  have  known  her  between  three 
and  four  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  her  chara&er 

Befi .  She  has  been  upon  a  vifit  at  my  houfe 
near  four  months  at  a  time,  and  in  that  time  I  have 
trufted  her  with  a  confiderable  charge  (when  I 
was  obliged  to  go  down  into  the  country)  with  my 
writings,  bonds,  money  and  every  thing  that  I 
had  in  my  houfe,  and  I  believe  at  that  time  there 
might  be  above  1400  /.or  near  1500/.  in  the  houfe; 
?  when 
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when  I  came  home  I  found  every  thing  as  I  left 
them.  She  was  miftrefs  of  my  keys,  and  from 
what  I  know  of  her  I  verily  believe  I  myfelf  would 
be  guilty  of  what  fhe  is  charged  with  as  foon  as 
Mifs  Philips  would.  I  know  {he  is  a  little carelefs, 
it  is  a  thing  I  have  often  told  her  of,  in  leaving 
things  about  in  one  place  or  another  where  {he  did 
not  know  afterwards  to  find  them. 

Mrs.  Ironfide .  1-  have  known  her  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years,  and  during  that  time  {he  has  fre¬ 
quently  been  with  me  for  feveral  weeks  together, 
and  has  behaved  with  great  integrity  and  honefty, 
and  I  never  heard  any  thing  againft  her  character, 
neither  have  I  the  leaft  reafon  to  believe  any  thing 
againft  it ;  {he  is  a  giddy  girl,  and  I  have  often  told 
her  {he  would  oi?e  time  or  other  iofe  her  things. 

Q.  Do  you  think  {he  would  be  guilty  of  fteal- 
ing  the  value  of  fifteen  {hillings  intentionally? 

Mrs .  Ironfide.  Nothing  fliould  have  brought 
me  before  this  court,  if  I  had  thought  fuch  things 
of  her. 

Mrs. Belchier .  I  have  known  the  prifoner  fifteen 
years,  and  am  of  opinion  that  fhe  is  a  very  honeft 
and  good  girl. 

Q.  Do  you  think  her  capable  of  ftealing  inten¬ 
tionally  any  thing  to  wrong  any  body? 

Mrs,  Betfbier.  If  I  did  I  would  not  have  come 
here.  I  know  fhe  bought  my  coufin  a  pair  of 
gloves  that  day,  which  1  ordered  her  to  buy,  and 
I  paid  her  for  them  next  morning.  I  think  thefe 
are  the  gloves,  which  fhe  has  produced,  they  were 
folded  up  as  they  are  now. 

Mifs  Belchier.  I  have  known  Mifs  Philips  from 
a  little  girl,  and  have  been  very  well  acquainted 
with  her  thefe  feven  years ;  fhe  has  always  bore  an 
exceeding  good  chara<fter,  or  elfe  I  fhould  not 
have  appeared  here  on  her  behalf. 

Q.  Do  you  think  hercapable  of  committing  in¬ 
tentionally  the  fa £1  laid  to  her  charge? 

Mifs  Belchier.  I  think  her  incapable  of  it,  but 
think  brer  from  inattention  and  abfenceof  mind  to 
be  liable  to  make  a  miftake. 

Mary  Neve .  I  have  known  the  prifoner  ever 
fince  fhe  was  born,  I  never  knew  any  thing  of  her 
but  what  was  extremely  good,  I  think  her  as  in¬ 
capable  of  doing  it  as  myfelf. 

Q.  Do  you  think  (he  would  intentionally  do  it 
in  order  to  wrong  any  body  ? 

M.  Neve.  No,  I  do  not,  I  would  truft  her  with 
all  I  have. 

Mrs .  fbompfon .  I  live  with  Mrs.  Roberts  of 


Hackney,  I  remember  Mifs  Philips  being  at  her 
fchool  a  year  and  upwards.  / 

CX  During  that  time  what  character  did  (he  bear  ? 

Mrs.  Thompfon.  A  very  good  one,  I  never  heard 
the  leaft  ill  of  her. 

Ann  Bell.  I  knew  Mifs  Philips  from  a  child,  {he 
has  a  very  good  character,  I  always  thought  her  a 
perfon  of  honefty  and  integrity  ;  {he  has  been  vi- 
fiting  at  my  houfe  for  weeks  together,  I  think 
fhe  is  not  capable  of  doing  intentionally  what  is 
laid  to  her  charge. 

Mifs  Clark.  I  have  known  Mifs  Philips  about 
fix  teen  years. 

CX  What  is  your  opinion  of  her  honefty  ? 

Mifs  Clark.  My  opinion  is  that  {he  is  very  ho¬ 
neft.  I  have  been  many  months  with  her,  and  (lie 
with  me  backwards  and  forwards.  I  never  knew 
any  thing  of  her,  but  that  {he  has  been  always 
very  honeft. 

Do  you  think  {he  would  intentionally  wrong 
any  body  of  fifteen  {hillings? 

Mifs  Clark.  I  don’t  think  {he  could. 

Council  for  the  Crown.  Where  did  her  father 
and  mother  live? 

Mifs  Clark.  They  lived  inThames-ftreet,  and 
fince  her  mother  lived  at  Hackney,  where  fhe  kept 
a  houfe  for  lodgers,  and  now  they  live  at  Peck- 
ham,  and  deal  in  linen-drapery. 

Mifs  Cole.  I  have  known  the  prifoner  a  dozen 
years,  I  never  knew  any  ill  of  her,  nor  don’t  think 
her  capable  intentionally  to  wrong  any  body,  and 
I  would  truft  her  with  any  thing  I  have. 

William  Pointz ,  Efq;  I  have  known  the  pri¬ 
foner  betwixt  feven  and  eight  years,  and  1  never 
knew  any  harm  of  her,  or  thought  her  . capable  of 
doing  the  thing  laid  to  her  charge  intentionally. 

Q.  What  is  your  general  opinion  of  her? 

Pointz.  I  would  truft  hei  with  any  thing  I  have. 

Dr.  Cobourn.  I  have  known  the  prifoner  ever 
fince  {lie  was  a  child. 

Q.  What  is  her  general  character  ? 

Cobourn.  She  has  a  very  good  charaefter  fo  far 
as  ever  I  heard  or  was  fenfible  of,  and  from  my 
own  obfervation  of  her,  I  think  her  to  be  a  woman 
of  honefty  and  virtue,  and  that  fhe  is  incapable  of 
doing  the  thing  laid  to  her  charge  intentionally. 

Mr.  Kindlefide.  I  have  known  the  prifoner  be¬ 
tween  feven  and  eight  years,  and  lhe  has  be  n  fre¬ 
quently  at  my  houfe  a  week  at  a  time  and  more.  I 
never  had  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  her  being  guilty 

of 
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of  any  thing  of  this  kind,  I  always  look  d  upon 

her  to  be  extremely  honeft. 

Q.  Do  you  think  her  capable  of  the  Crime  laid 

to  her  charge  ? 

Kindleftde .  No,  I  do  not. 

Mrs.  Cobourn.  I  have  known  Mifs  Philips  a- 
•bove  ten  years,  I  always  thought  fhe  behaved  in 
a  very  proper  manner,  and  believe  her  incapable 
of  wronging  or  injuring  any  one  intentionally. 

Mifs  °Ann  Cobourn.  I  have  known  the  prifoner 
fome  time,  I  think  her  incapable  to  wrong  any 
one  intentionally,  and  I  never  heard  fhe  had  done 
any  ill  thing. 

Q.  Do  you  think  (he  would  take  fifteen  or 
twenty  {hillings  value  from  any  body  ? 

Mifs  Cobourn.  No,  I  do  not  think  fhe  inten¬ 
tionally  would. 

Thomas  Lane .  I  have  known  the  prifoner  about 
four  years  and  a  half,  and  the  has  as  good  a  cha¬ 
racter  as  any  young  lady  I  ever  heard  ol ;  and  from 
my  own  obfervation  of  her,  I  think  (lie  deferves 
the  cbara&er  fhe  has  always  had. 

Do  you  think  her  capable  of  doing  what  is 

laid  to  her  charge  ? 

Lane.  I  don’t  think  fire  would  do  it  by  any 
means  in  the  world  intentionally. 

Fran.  Cook.  I  have  known  the  prifoner  four  or 
five  years,  and  I  always  look’d  upon  her  to  be  a 
young  lady  deferving  every  body’s  good  word, 
and  never  thought  her  capable  of  what  is  laid  to 
her  charge. 

Philip  How.  I  have  known  the  prifoner  ever 
fince  file  was  a  girl,  and  all  her  family. 

What  is  your  opinion  of  her  as  to  nonefty  ? 

How.  I  have  always  thought,  with  regard  to 
honefty  and  integrity,  no  perfon  ever  defervtd  a 
bettercharaefter ;  her  father  and  mother  were  very 
careful  to  inftil  fuch  principles  into  her,  that  would 
naturally  lead  her  to  behave  with  integrity. 

Guilty.  .  . 

And  after  the  jury  fo  brought  in  their  verdict, 
the  pripfecutors  by  their  council  moved  the  couit 
to  fhew  what  favour  they  could  in  this  cafe  to 
the  prifoner. 


<L(iUlUam  was  indicted  under  the 

ftatute  of  the  2d  of  George  the  II.  chap.  35.  for 
felonioufly  forging, and caufingto  be  forged  an ac- 
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quittance  or  receipt,  upon  a  falfe  and  counterfeited 
certificate,  for  the  over-entry  of  twenty  pipes  of 
wine,  whereby  his  majefty  was  defrauded  of  the 
fum  of  *52!.  is.  cL,  and  for  publifhing  the  fame 
knowing  it  to  be  forged* 

The  indi&ment  (which  under  the  ftatute  was 
made  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy)  was  laid 
four  feveral  ways : 

I.  For  forging  an  acquittance  or  receipt  upon 
a  falfe  and  counterfeited  certificate,  fpecifying  the 
inftrument  or  certificate. 

II.  For  publifhing  the  fame,  knowing  it  to  be 
forged,  fpecifying  the  inftrument  or  certificate. 

III.  For  forging  the  fame,  without  fpecifying 
the  inftrument  or  certificate.  And 

IV.  For  publifhing  the  lame,  knowing  it  to  be 
forged,  without  fpecifyingthe  inftrument  or  cer¬ 
tificate. 

JoknPiggot ,  affiant  to  the  receiver  general ,  gent • 
was firjl  called ,  and  depofed ,  That  the  prifoner  was 
an  examiner  of  certificates,  or  over-entries  on  the 
duties  of  wine,  and  that  the  prifoner  on  the  9th  of 
February  laft  brought  to  him  the  certificate,  pro¬ 
duced  by  this  witqefs,  for  him  to  mark,  which  he 
did  with  the  initial  letters  of  his  name,  as  was 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  and  that  the  prifoner  told  this 
witnefsthat  the  merchant  had  fign’d  it,andhehim- 
felf  had  witnefled  it. The  (aid  certificate  being  read 
in  court,  it  was  thereby  certified,  that  on  the  26th 
of  January,  1757,  Phineas  Coates,  merchant,  en¬ 
tered  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  ten  tons  of  port  wine, 
which  being  damaged  was  delivered  up  to  the 
king,  and  therefore  the  merchant  was  intitled  to  a 
certificate  of  over-entry,  and  it  appeared  to  be 
figned  by  the  feveral  proper  officers. 

Benjamin  Batley,  Efq;  and  John  Keen,  Efq; 
land-furveyors,  look’d  on  the  certificate,  and  fwore 
their  feveral  names,  which  appeared  lubfcribed 
thereto,  were  not  of  their  refpe&ive  hand-writing. 

Alexander  Goodwin  and  Richard  Green,  land- 
waiters,  looked  on  the  certificate  produced,  and 
fwore  their  feveral  names,  which  appeared  to  be 
fubferibed  thereto,  were  not  of  their  refpe&ive 
hand-writing. 

JofephCrefwicke, Efq;  deputy  colle&or,  looked 
on  the  certificate  produced,  and  fwore  his  name, 
which  appeared  to  be  fubferibed  thereto,  was  not 
of  his  hand-writing,  and  that  there  was  not  any 
entry  of  wine  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  by  I  hmcas 
Coates,  on  the  26th  of  January  laft.  . 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Caufton,  Efq;  deputy-comptroller, 
looked  upon  the  certificate,  and  fwore  his  name, 
which  appeared  to  be  fubfcribed  thereto,  was  not 
of  his  hand- writing,  and  that  his  bufinefs  was  to 
fign  certificates  of  over-entries,  and  to  fee  that 
the  duties  were  rightly  computed. 

Robert  Afhby,  clerk  to  the  deputy-comptroller, 
looked  on  the  certificate,  and  fwore  his  name, 
which  appeared  to  be  fubfcribed  thereto,  was  not 
of  his  hand-writing. 

James  Wadfworth,  clerk  to  the  prifoner, 
looked  on  the  certificate,  and  fwore  that  the  letters 
J.  W.  were  not  wrote  by  him;  he  alfo  depofed  he 
had  often  hen  the  prifoner  write,  and  did  verily 
believe  IV.  Adams ,  which  appealed  to  be  fub- 
fcribed  thereto,  and  alfo  the  letters  W.  A.  wrote 
on  the  back  thereof,  were  of  the  prifoner’s  own 
hand-writing. 

Edward  Stanly  looked  on  the  certificate,  and 
fwore  the  four  commiffioners  names,  fubfcribed 
thereto,  were  of  their  own  refpedlive  hand- wri¬ 
ting.  ^ 

Euclid  Thompfon  looked  on  the  certificate, 
and  fwore  that  the  words,  containing  the  particu¬ 
lar  duties  and  figures  thereto,  he  wrote  by  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  prifoner,  and  did  not  know  the  intent* 


Phineas  Coates  looked  on  the  certificate,  and 
fwore  that  the  name  Phineas  Coates,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  indorfed  thereon,  was  notofhis  hand¬ 
writing;  and  farther,  that  he  had  not,  neither  at 
the  time  mentioned  in  the  faid  certificate,  nor  at 
any  other  time,  made  any  over-entry. 

Humphry  Becke,  clerk  in  the  receiver  general’s 
office,  fwore  that  the  prifoner  brought  the  certifi¬ 
cate  produced  into  the  office,  in  order  for  payment 
of  252).  is.  oi,  and  that  he,  the  faid  Becke,  gave 
him  a  ticket  for  the  fame. 

James  Emmett,  teller  under  the  receiver  gene¬ 
ral,  fwore,  that  on  the  9th  of  February  laft,  the 
prifoner  brought  the  ticket  mentioned  by  the  laft 
witnefs,and  that  this  witnefs  paid  him  252I.  is. 
by  virtue  thereof. 

The  prifoner  in  his  defence  faid,  he  did  not  tell 
Mr.Pigott  the  certificate  was  fign’d  by  Mr.Coates, 
and  that  his  own  name  was  not  to  it  at  that  time, 
neither  was  it  witnefied ;  but  that  was  done  fince 
he  faw  it ;  that  it  was  brought  to  him  fill’d  up 
with  all  thefe  names  on  it;  that  if  he  was  impofed 
upon,  he  could  not  help  it;  he  received  the  mo¬ 
ney  and  paid  it  again. 

Guilty,  3DeatIj, 
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